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Executive Summary

The anti-extradition movement and its aftermath fuelled public
fear and mistrust in and around the integrity of "One Country
Two Systems” (1C2S). However, public surveys also suggest a
growing support for the continuation of 1C2S beyond 2047. It is
difficult to reconcile the fact that despite what appeared to be a
marked decline in confidence, Hong Kongers still
overwhelmingly indicated that they were in favour of the
continuation of the same beyond 2047. The result points to one
important point of strain in the Hong Kong-Mainland relations,
namely, a mismatch of expectations on the question of what
makes 1C2S work. This study uses a futurological paradigm to
approach the pragmatic question of how Hong Kong should
continue beyond 2047. Big data analytics was employed to
examine media content from 1998 to 2020 to identify subjects of
concerns that the narrative focused on, focus group discussions
with 50 participants spanning across different age groups and a
telephone poll of 1,003 randomly sampled individuals were
conducted to portray popular sentiment underlying the
re-emergence of the “future problem”. We found that the
general consensus is for 1C2S to continue but deeper
involvement of Hong Kongers in the negotiations is desired by
many. Our evidence shows that while the general public is not
optimistic toward the future of Hong Kong, the solution to this
dissatisfaction is  also  clear:  resilience  building,
socio-politico-economic reform, and deeper participation of
Hong Kongers in a potential negotiation for the post-2047
arrangement.

The discrepancies in expectations on 1C2S have been testified in
the public survey and focus group participants conducted for
this study. The 2019 social unrest left a deep imprint on all living
in the city but it is equally clear from the focus group results that
1C25 still offers much comfort for an overwhelming majority of
the public. Instead of constitutional alternatives, it was much
more common for participants to propose ways in which 1C25
can improve, often times these suggestions hinted at the
deficiencies in governance capacity, shortcomings of neoliberal
capitalism and inefficacy of social change. If a hoped-for
discussion on the continuation of 1C2S is to be taken place, a
majority of the public would want to get involved in the
negotiation process.
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Worryingly, we found in our survey that over half of the
respondents do not think that the SAR or the central
government has a genuine intent in making 1C2S successful.
There is a list of criteria that needs to be fulfilled for the
respondents to consider 1C2S as successful and they tended to
think that continuation is only worthwhile when all such criteria
were met. Considering the politico-socio happenings lately, it is
thus unsurprising that almost two-thirds of the respondents
were pessimistic toward the future of Hong Kong.

As a result, there is a deep desire among both the focus group
participants and survey respondents for some kind of reforms to
take place, be that political, social or economic. While not all
participants long for it, two-third from public survey want a
much faster pace of democratization. Now that the Hong Kong
National Security Law has been introduced and radicalism has
calmed down somewhat, they strongly urged the SAR
government to pick up the challenge of re-opening dialogue
with the central government on political reform and offer short
to mid-term timetables. A roadmap detailing the timeline can at
least show the public that the authorities are determined to
realize this promise in the remaining time of the 50-year
timeframe.

Governance capacity is deemed by participants to be a critical
indicator of how successful the high degree of autonomy can be
achieved. A majority of respondents in the public survey
support the deepening of government expenditure, tax
responsibility and government’s role in the market. Many
participants were also confident in the resilience of capitalism
practiced in contemporary Hong Kong. The city's economic
competitiveness and international confidence are the two
aspects that participants identified to facilitate Hong Kong's
bargaining power in a potential negotiation.

Considerable obstacle to the continuation of 1C2S lies in
misinformation and misunderstanding. Such obstacle may not
be completely removable but attempt must be made to
eradicate such obstacle. And yet, the government has never
been able to rectify such misinformation. Indeed, one may
consider this is the other most important element other than the
performance of the SAR government in influencing people's
perception as to the success or otherwise of the 1C2S. Sadly, no
government since 1997 has been able to focus on this very
important issue. A way has to be found to confront this issue
head on without harming the associated rights and freedoms.
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When it comes to maintaining Hong Kong's uniqueness, a
strong sense of boundary is displayed spelling out the systemic
difference between Hong Kong and the Mainland. At the core of
this uniqueness are the freedom and rights guaranteed by 1C25
and the defence of national interest. Nevertheless, it is an
indisputable fact that more mutual understanding is crucial to
the success of 1C2S. Given the escalating tension between US
and China, Hong Kong will continue to feature in various political
narrative and the international power struggle. The challenge
therefore lies in balancing Hong Kong's role to lobby both sides
and to maximize its position as some sort of ‘middle-man”. The
future development of Hong Kong lies in its ability to remain an
international city of China.

To achieve a balanced view from all stakeholders toward the
future of Hong Kong, the study of Hong Kong's future should
invite experts, professional groups and other stakeholders to
share their viewpoints. A periodic survey will also be useful to
compare sentiment over time, especially when negotiation of
2047 draws near and the public have expressed a deep intent to
participate in some kind of negotiation. More importantly, as
2047 issue becomes increasingly embedded in mundane lives of
citizens, the government should seek to engage with the public
as early as possible to set the agenda and prepare for a potential
2047 talk. This could take the form of consultation or
deliberation, in formal or informal settings, held by
governmental units or independent entities or both. The way
forward is there. We only need to find it in time.
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Introduction

The paradoxical relationship between Hong Kong and mainland
China lies in their fundamental ideological differences which
constantly affect the implementation of the “One Country Two
Systems” (1C2S). As evident in how the anti-extradition riots and the
passing of the Hong Kong National Security Law could fuel public
fear of erosion of and mistrustin the 1C25, lack of confidence in 1C25
often serves as a crucial backdrop to the hyper-sensitivity of Hong
Kong-mainland relations. While there already is an increasing
suspicion of encroachment against Hong Kong’s high degree of
autonomy, the central government's responses to the political
conflicts in Hong Kong often creates further anxiety among the
Hong Kong public. Hong Kongers generally viewed such responses
as evidence of tighter surveillance, risks to the freedoms of Hong
Kong and more importantly, threats to the “core values of Hong
Kong".

For three years, Path of Democracy has been tracing Hong Kong
citizens' ratings for 1C2S. In August 2020, the latest index recorded
the second lowest score since we first launched our project.
However, there is still strong growing support for the continuation
of 1C25. It is difficult to reconcile the fact that despite what appeared
to be a marked decline in confidence of the 1C25, people of Hong
Kong still overwhelmingly indicated they were in favour of the
continuation of the same beyond 2047. The results point to one
important point of strain in the Hong Kong-mainland relations,
namely, a mismatch of expectations on the question of what makes
1C2S work.

The ever-growing gap of differences of expectation and the rapidly
declining level of confidence function as a key indicator of a
deep-seated fundamental fissure in the Hong Kong-China relations.
What are Hong Kongers' concerns and visions for 20477 The recent
governance crisis has spoken and we should humbly acknowledge
the unfortunate fact that if the ultimate goal of 1C2S is to lead to full
integration between mainland and Hong Kong, unless there will be
fundamental changes, any mainland- Hong Kong integration at its
current state and pace will highly likely not work. On the other hand,
if the ultimate goal of 1C2S is simply to preserve the status quo that
is Hong Kong, is preservation of such status quo realistic in view of
the return of Hong Kong to the motherland? If 1C2S is to continue,
which changes, if any, would be the most beneficial to the interest
of Hong Kong and the rest of China overall?
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1C2S has long been held as the fundamental state policy for
peaceful reunification of China. Hong Kong's future beyond 2047 is
well embedded within the series of policy goals contained by the
Two Centenaries. Such prime position 1C2S occupies within the
national development vision of China should be viewed with
optimism and hope that negotiations with the authorities on future
arrangement of Hong Kong is possible and indeed deemed

essential.

1C2S is now standing at a junction with splits pointing to vastly
different future paths. It is with little doubt that HKSAR, the central
government and the Hong Kong citizens alike are confronted with
the pragmatic question of how Hong Kong should continue. This
report will contribute to the first of an in-depth research series, "Our
Future beyond 2047", which aims to examine the general public's
view toward 1C2S now and their expectations of Hong Kong
beyond 2047. In the following stages, we plan to consult elite groups
in Hong Kong, such as political parties, professional groups,
academics, NGOs, chambers of commerce, international and major
local enterprises, and other stakeholders representing Beijing's

views.
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Background and Objectives

"Futures studies is the systematic study of possible, probable
and preferable futures” (Inayatullah 2013). The study of the future
is both an academic field and a participatory social movement
which consciously creates authentic alternative scenarios based
on multiple interpretations of reality and concerns all types of
stakeholders with action-oriented shaping of a desired future in
the longer-term.

The openness that contemporary futurology emphasizes could
be what Hong Kong needs in this time in history, historically
known as the "borrowed land on borrowed time” and of which
anxiety toward its future is integral to its very existence.
Adopting a futurological angle, this research aims not to predict
what will happen to Hong Kong after 2047 but to humbly make
a new start to shape a desired future with all stakeholders.

Time has never affected the public regarding the discussion of
Hong Kong's future. In the beginning of 1980s, Sino-British
negotiation commenced against the backdrop of ensuring
investor confidence over the potential termination of UK's
99-year lease of the New Territories. In his speech to the Hong
Kong delegation, Deng Xiaoping promised that the capitalist
system of Hong Kong will "remain unchanged for 50 years”
(Deng 1984). This political promise was marked in the Joint
Declaration and the Basic Law. The due time of the Hong Kong
question was thereby extended from 1997 to 2047. It is now time
again to revisit this question.

While the combined efforts of the two aforementioned
documents maintained prosperity and stability of the city,
certain concerns have persisted throughout the HKSAR era. Just
as the Joint Declaration dedicated an annex to settle the land
lease issue, the Lands Department and Hong Kong Monetary
Authority made clarifications and arrangements addressing
similar concerns which resurfaced in the 2010s about land leases
and mortgages beyond 2047 (Legislative Council 2016). Indeed,
the unchanging system was one of the metrics by which the
public evaluate the implementation of 1C2S.
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There is perhaps no better way to summarize people’s concerns
than to identify topics that cumulated in the media. Graph 1
presents a network graph connecting keywords in the media
written on the topic of the 2047 question from 1998 to 2020 (see
the Methodology chapter for details). Words are joined by a line
if they are associated with each other, meaning they tend to
appear together. The darker, shorter and thicker the line is, the
stronger the association. By studying how the media narrate the
2047 question, a few themes emerged: rule of law and freedom,
political system, socio-economic conditions and Hong Kong's
relations with mainland China and the international community.
Phrases surrounding these themes appear to largely frame the
discussion of the future problem of Hong Kong.

The purpose of the 50-year promise was to preserve the status
quo, the status quo however was shattered when localism
emerged as the counter-ideclogy of 1C2S. During the
made-believe peaceful period of 2000s, localism took root from
cultural heritage conservation of collective memories against
the demolition of the Star and Queen's Piers and the
redevelopment of Lee Tung Street. Meanwhile, the post-SARS
quick-paced economic integration kindled a
counter-hegemonic resistance against the overtourism came
from the individual visit scheme, nuisance caused by parallel
traders and healthcare burden from anchor babies.

The two mentalities began to converge in the anti-Hong Kong
Express Rail Link movemnent in 2010 and emerge as a political
narrative because of the social disparity and Hong
Kong-Mainland tension which were left unresolved. Activists
gained further prominence as the defensive sentiment against
China ran high in controversial events such as the anti-national
education movement. The concept of localism gradually
fertilized into more developed political demands such as
rewriting the Basic Law and building a fully autonomous
city-state. The localist discourse gradually shifted from a
left-wing narrative prompting rearticulation of the colonial
history, post-colonial identity and inclusive multiculturalism to a
right-wing narrative saturated with anti-China sentiments and
Hong Kong-Mainland discrimination (Law 2014).
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To strive for an acceptable political reform proposal, civil
disobedience and civil referendum gradually dominated the
resistance discourse in 2013-2014. Confronted with such social
awakening, the central government published the White Paper
on "The Practice of the ‘One Country, Two Systems’ Policy in the
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region” to reiterate its overall
jurisdiction over Hong Kong just months before the Occupy
Central movement. In parallel, the birth of "Hong Kong
nationalism” signified the replacement of the articulation of
post-colonial subjectivity with the construction of Hong
Kongers as an ethnicity. Such concept quickly gained currency
within certain sectors and were used to legitimize
pro-independence proposals.

In the post-occupy period, discussions on possible futures of
Hong Kong beyond 2047 made a blooming return from
academia to the public discourse. The failed attempt of political
reform gave birth to more radical proposals such as
"self-determination” and "independence” as these were deemed
the only way out. Groups manifesting the second-round
negotiation on the 2047 question became popular especially
among the younger generation. The new agenda as second
reversion to China not only featured in media but travelled to the
election scene and international stage.

This change was evident in Graph 2, showing the number of
media articles on the future problem of Hong Kong recorded in
2016. It almost doubled compared with 2015 as well as 2017,
making 2016 the most vocal year. Nonetheless, support for
localism and its shadow concepts, “self-determination” and
"independence”, remained at the periphery. It is clear from our
earlier survey that the public understood ‘localism” as an
umbrella term that signifies the preservation of the local way of
life, culture and history and prioritized allocation of resources to
local people. It does not exclusively align with its more extreme
variants as “self-determinists” and “Hong Kong independence”
(Path of Democracy 2016).
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Graph 2: Article count (1998-2020)
B2 @ XEHE (1998-2020)
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Note: Article count for 2020 covers from January to September only.

(v) Hong Kong's future at a crossroad
Clustered with the arrival of COVID-19 as well as the introduction
of the Hong Kong National Security Law, the months-long

2007

2010

anti-extradition disturbances and its aftermath symbolized the

pinnacle of societal polarization and presented a major and

imminent crisis of confidence: foreign firms or organizations

consider leaving Hong Kong due to its political instability,

reputation of the city damaged as various institutions lower their

gradings of Hong Kong as a place for business and travelling,

and a significant number of citizens react with their passports as

they sought abode and citizenship elsewhere.

Western governments were quick to respond to the situation in

Hong Kong with a series of policies reviews and amendments

causing further concerns and worries in the city. The passing of

Hong Kong Human Rights and Democracy Act in the US

Congress, stripping Hong Kong of its special status in trade,

sanctions on Hong Kong and mainland government officials and

the new BN(O) arrangement that eased Hong Kongers'

immigration restrictions into UK all impacted people's

confidence in the city in ways never experienced before.

Undoubtedly, the future of Hong Kong will continue to

intertwine with the international power struggle between China

and the western world led by the US and the city can no longer

distance itself from global politics in the march towards 2047.

ams3 2016 2019
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Graph 3 shows the occurrence of 2047-related words in the E3fETiFEE FE 12047 HRENAZHER
media. These words are extracted and categorized into 8 8 aRN\E ABEERMNERI) - &R
categories (see Appendix ii for the list of words). The A EERD] R H G EREFEHREE TR
development of the narrative showed different dominant NEEZRE - FRERH » HEEERRNE
concerns of the society at large at different times. BIRNAESD > MR TREERAEKTE -2
Socio-economic conditions sustained a steadily high level of ATEFERNFHRUNSEMET » SFEHE
media exposure in the post-handover period, it diminished over ATRBERA TEES& - BINLRFE
time but sustain a certain level of exposure. Nonetheless, IR  EREMNTECARTIEREGE
corresponding to the rise of localism and the resistance B kELAEBEEHERMG - EI6EDUERS
discourse, particularly since young activists and politicians HIRHEER 2016 FEF|IBIE » WH2020FE
began to take up the concept and called for an international HEIEZE S -

frontline, together with the breaking down of negotiation on
democratization, media focus turned from the political system
to rule of law and freedoms and Hong Kong's relations with the
international community. The mention of the political system
reached the highest exposure in 2016 and dropped to be fourth
in frequency in 2020.

B3 : #4845 (1998-2020)
Graph 3: Word frequency by category (1998-2020)
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(vi) Rethinking the 2047 question

Despite renewed crisis of confidence in Hong Kong, people still
largely prefer the continuation of 1C2S. Our public survey in
August 2020 revealed support for the continuation of 1C2S
bounced back to pre-extradition level at 77.2% (Poon 2020). The
two social movements in 2014 and 2019 have awakened a
significant proportion of the public to participate in the
discussion of the difficult issue of what and what not of the
elements of 1C25 are to be changed. More important still is how
the changes should be brought about, what role Hong Kongers
will be able to take and what possibilities might arise.

Coincidentally, this year marks the 30th anniversary of the Basic
Law. One is reminded through a series of witness statements
that the drafting of the Basic Law underwent series of rigorous
consultations. The aim of the relentless effort then was clear: to
consolidate the largest consensus so to ensure that 1C2S could
be launched smoothly in the immediate transition days. Today,
citizens are deeply concerned as to what extent they would be
able to take a much more active role in the positioning of Hong
Kong beyond 2047 and the preparation for the "second
reversion to China”, as phrased by Zhang Xiaoming of Hong
Kong and Macau Affairs Office in a speech given in 2020 (Zhang
2020).

This research aims to examine the general public's view toward
1C2S now and their expectations of Hong Kong beyond 2047.
We not only ask our participants to evaluate the current
implementation of 1C2S, we also encourage them to discuss
their aspirations and expectations on the future of Hong Kong
beyond 2047. Their opinions will be presented surrounding
these themes: 1) rule of law and freedom, 2) governance and the
political system, 3) socio-economic conditions and 4) Hong
Kong's positioning. Having gained a better sense of the
problems at stake, we will summarize our observations and
highlight policy implications and recommendations.

(vi)
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Methodology

(i) Documentary research

We scrutinize various documentary sources, including but not
limited to newspapers, periodicals, news releases, publications
by research institutions and policy documents closely in
understanding the development of narrative around the
"problem of Hong Kong” among lay people and officials.

We introduce big data technique to analyze printed
newspapers in the study period to identify media discourse
about the future problem of Hong Kong to reveal the foci of
discussion. Articles that contain any of the designated keywords
anywhere will be collected. Search words we used are "2047", "
+4EARE" (remain unchanged for 50 years), "= /REI5&" (second
reversion) and “BT3RREIRR" (future question). Over the period
from April 1998 to September 2020, we collected more than
15,000 articles consisting some 6 million words spanning across
21 local daily newspapers.

Arficles were then segmented into words and phrases in a
process called tokenisation via a computer algorithm. From this
massive dataset, general words that are inconsequential to the
understanding of news articles were first removed before
analysis. To further analyze these words and phrases, we chose
300 words with the highest occurrence and grouped them into
8 categories, namely 1C2S, Hong Kong, rule of law and freedom,
political system, socio-economic conditions, China, international
community, and common words. The article and word count
and the top search words are listed in Appendicesiand ii.

To visualize the relationship of these words and phrases, we also
calculated the word association of all possible pairs of words at
the paragraph level. Word association is defined by the
appearance of two given words in the same paragraph. This
metric ranges from 0O to 1. A score of 1 implies that two words
appear together in the same paragraph all the time, whereas on
the other end of the spectrum, a 0 score indicates that the two
words never appear in the same paragraph. As each word can
pair up with every other 299 words, there were 89,700 pairs of
1,000 pairs of
most-associated words are visualized by a network graph.

words. In  our graphical presentation,
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To complement the examination of the narrative as circulated
among the general public, we commissioned the Hong Kong
Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies of the Chinese University of Hong
Kong to conduct a phone survey with 1,003 individuals
randomly sampled by the CATI (computer assisted telephone
interviewing) system, all aged 18 or above, all of them spoke
either Cantonese or Mandarin. The survey adopted a dual-frame
method, where about half of the respondents were surveyed on
landline and the other half on mobile.

To better represent the distribution of the Hong Kong
population, all data were weighted by the proportion of gender
and age of people aged 18 or above (excluding foreign
domestic helpers) according to the Census and Statistics
Department, and by the total amount of fixed-line and mobile
phone numbers in Hong Kong. Table 1 shows the statistical and
scientific standards of the survey. The guestionnaire is listed in
Appendices iii and iv.

In the opinion polls, questions employed 1 to 7 as the rating
scale in the survey process, with 4 as the median. This scale,
which is known as the Likert scale, is commonly adopted for
psychological assessments. This scale was used instead of a 0 to
10 scale as the latter is deemed too finely graduated and
cumbersome for respondents to choose from. However, to
better conform to existing indices — which tend to be expressed
on a 0 to 10 scale (with 5 as the median) — we converted the
results mathematically into the popular O to 10 scale.

In the analysis, we decompose the scores given by age,
educational attainment, political inclination and income. Some
categorizations were made. For political inclination,
"pro-establishment” include those who recognize themselves as
pro-establishment, anti-filibustering, good for Hong Kong and
China, stability camp, loyalists, Communist Party or love China
and Hong Kong, "moderates” include those who recognize
themselves as centrists and those without specific political
inclination, and “non-establishment: other” include those who
recognize  themselves as localists, self-determinists,
non-establishment, local self-determinists, resistance camp or
mutual destructionists. Less than 5 respondents who give other
answers are grouped into “Others”. This group is omitted in the
tables presented in this report because its size is too small to
support any meaningful conclusions.
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For income, respondents are asked to provide their monthly

household income in one of following 4 bands: below
HK$25,000, HKS$25,000 to below HKS$50,000, HK$50,000 to below
HK$100,000 or HKS100,000 or above. In this report, the 4 bands
are labelled as lower, lower middle, upper middle and higher

income groups for easy referencing and not indication of social

class.

F1:BETER

Table 1: Survey details

Response Rate

[lfE=R

SZHETERYU MEZEEPEEZESARE
g A @ DHERES25,000 ~ H#ES25,000F 4
LA HES50,000 ~ B #ES50,000F D iE s
$100,0008% & #$100,0008 4 | - FEBAFE
R AREFMASKBABERA ~ PEK
A~ AERARREWAMR » EELESET
TR ERER

Sampling Error

MiRRE

Confidence Level

BfiEkF

Number of
Survey date
E Respondents
o AR
Landline 502

[E48
M;'ge 4 Sep-22 Sept 2020 501
Total 0

L ’

(i) Focus groups

34.5%

32.8%

33.6%

95% + 3.09%

(iit) BEfE/ N

To produce higher resolution images of the psychology and

rationale of how the public perceive Hong Kong's future, we

commissioned Social Policy Research Limited to recruit

50

participants randomly from their pool of general public

interviewees. They were separated into 7 groups according

to

their age, with 6 to 8 participants in each group. Struck by the

COVID-19 outbreak, all groups were conducted over online

video conferencing, except for one group which was conducted

face-to-face in the survey agency’s office, in September and

October 2020.

Among the 50 participants, 24 are female 26 are male. 21 of them
aged 20-29, 15 aged 30-49, 14 aged 50-72. The discussion
questions and basic demographics of participants are listed in

Appendices v and vi.
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Results

Within the period of this study, alleged “unprofessionalism” of
judges in handling political cases often attracted much media
attention and were utilized by different political groups to
advance their own respective narratives. Imagined as well as
reasonable criticisms of the judiciary is unsurprising as our survey
found that respondents ranked the right to be treated equally
before the law (9.47) as the top freedom and right that should be
better protected for the success of 1C2S. This right is consistently
ranked at the top for all age groups, education attainments,
political inclination and income groups, except for the least
educated group (primary or below).

Focus group discussions indicated that judges were criticised for
their word choices in their judgements even though the relevant
words were often taken out of contexts. Such incidents were
quickly mobilized by political actors of both camps to
“foreground” the inadequacies of the judicial system and to sell
their various political narratives, from the death of 1C25S to the
proposal of establishing a Sentencing Committee and Court
Watch to prevent the possibility of biased judgments.

The politicization of the court is most deeply felt by some of the
oldest participants who recalled that judges used to be
well-respected figures of authority and whose judgements were
taken as moral codes. These participants despised at how some
political groups opportunistically mobilize populist sentiment
for their own gain at the expense of the judiciary independence.

In the opening of legal year of 2020, the Chief Justice Geoffrey
Ma publicly defended the impartiality of the judges,
highlighting the seriousness of these allegations. Some
maintained that the legal professionals who shared the
responsibility of safeguarding judicial independence in the past
fell short on their tasks and began to surrender to populist
demands. Nonetheless, younger participants felt that the
government's reiteration of the executive-led system and the
"non-existence of separation of powers” rather than an actual
assessment of the role of the judiciary, harmed judicial
independence most severely.
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"We always used to respect judges, whatever they said, Hong Kongers used to take their words for it... they are representative,
and | believe that judges now do not have any problems, but some LegCo councillors always just pick one or two sentences
from the whole judgement and twist their meaning to get public attention, to advance their own reputation. .. there is no such

thing as yellow or blue judges, they just follow the law."

BRMERAAREEELES  AEREERMAEAZTHEAN. BEARY  RENEZERZIERE  BERA
FEAT M. EMAARAEZBEHAENENE  BECHELR - REWIHE - ZER—MOERZ » F=EZ2B—m
OMFEHERE. I EENERNEE » thPIREBERIE -

(Male B/ 67/ Retired 1Bk A 1)

"| believe judicial independence is dead already, when judges were believed to be siding with the protesters or those who

opposed to the government were criticized to be biased made me believe that the 1C25 | have in mind is already dead.”

MBERUTEFEAERLFEL ' RER—LAEHRNSARE—LTEE » ST SERN—ERZENFEEES
LAY RESODESH T—Embll EESKER -

(Male 5/ 33/ Financial Planner B1#5EE 21&7)

"Recently, the biggest fear of the public is that justice is not vindicated... under certain circumstances, things that we think were
right’ were judged (illegal)... there are gaps between our expectations (of how judicial independence will be upheld) and reality.”

I BCE—MEARREBONZEASETEFITRE.. EEERT » RMER MY NRARMERA GFF) ...RER

(i) Legal challenges to Hong Kong's new constitutional order

Hong Kong is part of a country that practices civil law but with
an independent judiciary that practices common law in relation
toissues within our own autonomy. The Hong Kong judiciary has
the power to adjudicate constitutional issues but the final
interpretation of the Basic Law is vested in the Standing
Committee of the National People's Congress. National laws can
also be introduced under Annex Il of the Basic Law. Some
recognized that these provisions have added strength and
vigour to the Basic Law, for instance, the National Security Law
has brought a period of calm to Hong Kong in times of
emergency when Hong Kong cannot handle disturbances by
itself.

At the same time, the interpretation of the Basic Law and the
introduction of national laws are often quoted as examples of
unwelcomed moves by the central government to encroach on
Hong Kong's high degree of autonomy. Notably, quite a
significant number of these participants demonstrated
knowledge in the legality and constitutionality of these actions.
This knowledge, however, does not generate one's acceptance
of what happened. Instead, participants tended to regard the
interpretation of existing articles and the introduction of new
national laws negatively and feared they represent examples of
an authoritarian state overriding the Basic Law and discrediting
the common law tradition. Knowing these acts are valid and a
binding part of the new constitutional order, they call for more

self-restraint in relation to such acts in the future.
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For 1C2S to be successfully implemented, there are also AER —EmS) HWER X EXHEE
participants who thought that the conceptual incompatibility HERERETRIEIRAELEHRNER
between the common and continental law traditions must be FliNREAREME ZBIMNEHA » UGB
narrowed, if not eliminated. This could begin with educating the RERPRBATHHRE RS -

public about the difference between the two law systems, so
that one could better understand the basis of the central
government's decisions.

"They (the authorities) are constantly moving the goalposts whenever there was a conflict, NPSCS interpretation of Basic Law
become the only solution. (The integrity of) 1C2S depends on the Basic Law. .. There isn't much value in discussing (whether
1C2S is still healthy) if they (the authorities) are the one defining the framework.”

e (B rRIUEEREEMEE T—Embl - S—XEFUNEHE » REEFRAKREEER - T—EmEll (1
TEM) HEREKE (E405) .. ef (BF) SHFEE M—Emfl) NIER - @285 (BRERE2MN) =/ -

(Male 88/ 31/ Marketing Manager TS ELEHE)

"| feel that Annex 3 was abused...NPCSC's interpretation of Basic Law is interference in itself. Ideally, this should be avoided,
though I know that it is written in the Basic Law that NPCSC acquires the power to interpret the Basic Law. .. | vividly remember
the Leung and Yau disqualification case... NPCSC interpreted the Basic Law before the court had judgement and in the end
they were disqualified... these were gestures that are constitutional, written in the Basic Law but which is, in principle,

interference.”

RAUA CEA) /RS (BEGE) W= AXBZERME—E (TH) -EBRzh AKBZEERANA
D% » BREMBEE (BEXZE) WRET » PREARENERERE - RAUNKNEREERRFREE. .. ERARE
¥R MREEEBBLIAMESERE  MEMMIZGZENRA. . BETAREGEARY B (BXE) 88

BERY » BthER—BTTE - J

(Male 5/ 21/ Student &%)

"If one is faithful to 1C25, then they should leave Hong Kong to utilize their own legislative system to implement something
within the expectation of China. But now the central government is imposing certain systems on Hong Kong (i.e. National
Security Law). This seriously affect 1C2S, although they have the right to do so, but this really affects the citizens' confidence in

1C25"

MNRERERT T—EmEl] @ EZEsEAEE ACONIERRF » ZMPESRENS - BRETRTIE—L4IE
BAEE (FUEHR (BEeEZE) ) » BEFED I—Emell .. BAMMEEEERN > BgEZEAMYE I—Elm
g BED e ]

(MaleE8/ 26/ Marketing ManagertiigH ELTHE)

"Some people might say that (the National Security Law) restrains freedom but for many people it is a good thing because (only
the law allows our society) to be calmer and more peaceful”

EAR ((BEERZE) ) AETER X AE=XDLEEH ) EREEEZAGRR/EEN  BAER (RFE (B&
BZRE)  HE) TERERE - |

(Female %/ 53/ Homemaker REXF)

(i) Conflictual articulation between civil liberty and national interest (i) AR BEHREERF EEEEENTE
Some participants of the focus groups were uncomfortable with BENETEZSERE  HBE+HF TRt
perceived incremental “mainlandization” and erosion of civil by MEMEAARBBAZIFERRXIFR
liberties of Hong Kong over the past decade. Yet, some showed Z o BE » hE L ANERPREMNFERE
understanding of central government's measures to ensure that B BRARSAGIESERFmZ » TELEA
national interest is not being challenged in Hong Kong while a 075 0 BRT 2019 AV & BR AL 5 R BB AN 1
few did not feel that Hong Kong and their lives had materially A A TR E HIREE ML -

changed other than the nuisance and disruption brought by the
social unrest in 2019.



The dilemma between civil liberty and national interest is
differently experienced amongst groups of different age,
political inclination, income and education attainment. Among
all 9 areas of freedoms and rights that our public survey gauged,
the freedom of assembly and association (7.62) and the right to
freely and openly express one’s view and publish (8.31) are rated
least necessary for greater protection, suggesting there is no
unified view. Academic freedom and the freedom to engage in
creative expressions (8.72) is in the middle band. The general
pattern indicates that younger and higher educated
respondents prefer greater protection of freedoms and rights
while non-establishment supporters prefer the same more
strongly than pro-establishment supporters. Different income
groups do not show much discrepancy, except for the freedom
of assembly and association, where the lower income group
tends to support greater protection less.

Another group of participants displayed an apocalyptic feeling
towards an approaching "doomsday” of Hong Kong. The loss of
freedom of the press and expression was their chief
dissatisfaction under the current 1C25. Any measures adopted in
response to the violation of the “one country” principle or
advocacy of the independence narrative is instantly equated
with the “containment” of freedom of speech and complete
self-censorship. Changes in the media landscape due to
personnel arrangements in news agencies are often speculated
as retaliation taken by the authorities against media workers.
RTHK as the only public broadcaster in Hong Kong is widely
perceived as a victim of ever tightening censorship and as a
result attract even more support for its integrity in upholding its
“fourth power”.

The expeditious gazetting of the Hong Kong National Security
Law also presents a point of despair for the public, effectively
exposing the dilemma at the heart of the current articulation
between freedoms and national security. While some received
the decision negatively for its perceived ruthless stripping of
freedoms, others reacted positively for its control over expansive
freedoms out of national security concerns and also for its
protection over those whose livelihood suffered during the
social unrest in 2019. That said, many participants were unaware
of the legal boundary of this law. Thus, even those who claimed
to be politically apathetic in the past also found their lives
severely affected as they exercised self-censorship in mundane
activities like making online comments.

Academic freedom also came up in the focus group. The
reported sit-ins of mainland visitors to monitor lectures will
inevitably prompt academics to feel that universities are no
longer a safe place to explore and discuss different, and perhaps
tabooed subjects.
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"The freedom of press has been tightening in the last decade, the first time | noticed this was when Lau Chun-to, the chief
editor of Mingpao, was attacked, other similar incidents also take place afterward.”

M- RIHFE A hBBYE - REASHIEMHENRER (IR) GRIEBZENEE T SmGE
TRMNCE N EZEEE - |

(Female 22/ 34/ Bank Manager $R1T4EIR)

"The premise of 1C2S is that the intactness of ‘one country’ should be maintained, but this comes into conflict with the high

degree of autonomy promised to Hong Kong so freedoms are seen being tightened. There seemed to be violation of the

definitions but it is still better that Hong Kong can maintain its difference from mainland, we can teach in Cantonese and we

have our own currency.”

Ir—Emsly NAREERE (B » ERE - ZHLETEAEASERLE B (BE#) AZTHBIBEREZ

2 FIURLETET R — LR - SERBRIGHNAEEVVER » BEVEBAUBEERRLX » TREAEESE L
= FREEENTERARRE -

(Female#z/ 20/ Student £24)

"1C2S is not what | expected but it was mostly accidental, there were foreign influences but the localists have also become too
radical. The Chinese government need to do something to defend its boundaries.”

M r—Em) BRERATHENELFFES » BEREETERHAN - SMEBEMER L » SEETETE RS KBEN
= SHEBFESMEEFRESCHEL <

(Male 8/ 54/ Customer Service Officer & R RFEEF)

"It is clear in the university setting, we used to be really international but now...(the passing of National Security Law for
example) is scaring internationally renounced professors away from Hong Kong.”

MRS LEARSERMNRA.. (B (BEEZE) 5Ti& ) M —LERERNEE » SthfTEREH
BRHRAL ©

(Male 8/ 64/ Shop ManagerJE §isSH)

(iv) Lack of capacity to implement high degree of autonomy (iv) RZzERSES/RNEED

Some participants diagnosed that the lack of capacity to
implement high degree of autonomy is most obviously seen in
societal fissures found in relation to one's right to privacy and
freedom from discrimination. They are the two areas that were
uniformly voted to be highly important by respondents from all
age, education attainment, political inclination and income
groups. Our survey shows that right to privacy (9.14) and
protection of lives and safety (9.09) are the more concerned
areas which need improvement, ranking second and third out of
all 9. Right to privacy is always in the top 3 across all political
inclinations. Protection of lives and safety is more sought after by
moderates and democrats. Fewer people concern about
discrimination (8.33), ranking third last, and it is the only item

scoring below 9 among non-establishment supporters.
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The weaponization of personal data in the form of online doxing
and cyberbullying is a result of political dualism of “blue” and
"yellow" camps. Cases of unethical use of personal data soared
and directed against police officers and their families as well as
journalists and protesters. It is perceived that a lot of
professionals are exploiting their work resources as professional
groups such as financial advisers, reporters and even civil
servants were found unable to uphold their professional
standards as they deliberately leaked sensitive information in aid
of cyberbullying. At a higher level, widespread distrust of the
SAR government inspired and fuelled many conspiracy theories
to develop around facilities or schemes when digitalization is
relevant. For instance, the smart lamp posts were believed to
tools for surveillance, was felled by protesters in a demonstration
in August 2019; thereafter, online doxing and harassment against
staff at the manufacturer eventually led to premature
termination of the service provision to the government. Health
codes introduced to ease ftravelling between Guangdong,
Macau and Hong Kong were met with privacy and humanitarian
concerns as the schemes were alleged to be in truth a tool for
stealing data to classify citizens.

Distrust is also present at interpersonal level, dating even further
back in time. The inability of authorities to treat the tension
arising from socio-cultural conflicts between mainlanders and
Hong Kongers in the early days of multiple entry permit
gradually escalated into hatred and discrimination against
mainlanders more generally. Beginning from the 2010s, the
conflict became more ethnicized as people were stigmatized or
labelled as “Mainlander” or "authentic local” for purposes of
discrimination as evident in occurrences like restaurants refusing
to serve Mandarin-speaking customers.
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"We even lost the freedom to wear what we want. Now if you wear black, you might be discriminated against or even arrested.
The mask ban made me feel that | have even lost the freedom to wear face masks. .. this is violating basic human rights”

IBEMEERETRENEH » RERCAUETRERNERIDE - (BREmE) <HREF/RRRRTEANSHEHT

KET.. HEGEE—ARIEEFAENTS -

(Female %/ 21/ Student £4)

"We find ourselves exercising self-censorship when venting online, sometimes we just want an outlet of our emotions on
Facebook but would find ourselves being targeted by some organizations. They send snitch letters and we get fired. That was
before the National Security Law. Now with the law, we would violate the law when we repeat certain slogans, then we find
some other expressions or graphics (to express ourselves), and they (the authorities) would find more things to ban. Our

freedom is slowly tightening.”

Ne@ARCEMRBBERES » BMEfr LAAEIFacebookd BB » EREERH TER) NETLHBGXRERE B
BEREERT (HDE) siELn - B (BA%E) DEER  SEONG TIE (BRE) - BLEOMAGRIRE - X
REFHEEMA X ANER (ZREED) B8 (BF) ZFNRAGLRES  SHERBFREGEERTE - )

(Male 88/ 35/ Clerk 3ZiR A B)
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"| feel that the younger generation generally is missing a sense of responsibility... regarding freedom of speech, we must also
be responsible for what we did (when enjoying these freedom). We must be clear of our responsibility and honour our
obligations as well, we must be clear of what we need to do, what standards we need to observe, we are all working toward the

betterment of the society after all.”

BRESREFE—ESERLEERY . BiREmERrE  (RM=AEHNER) hERECHNETEERE - B
BONEEAREEECHNES » EMAE  ETHE (R » AREEEHIER - |

(v) Further erosion of freedoms on the Mainland prompted the desire

for firewall for Hong Kong

The systemic political gap between Mainland and Hong Kong is
of huge concern to Hong Kongers. From religious freedom, to
that of speech, to less well-developed legal safeguards, the
differences between the two places prompted the desire for
firewall be strengthened so that the “original way of life” of Hong
Kongers can be assured.

While freedom of religion is one of the less concerned freedoms
across all groups with an average score of 8,58, there are more
and more cases which deepen the fear of the Mainland way of
life being replicated in Hong Kong. Our focus group participants
recalled the appointment of Xia Baolong, the director of the
Hong Kong and Macao Affairs Office, whose political career is
known for his uprooting of Christian churches in Zhejiang, and
the bishop agreement between Vatican and Beijing which is said
to have effectively suppressed underground churches made
many believe that religious freedom in Hong Kong will more or
less be affected. The eventual loss of one's own dialect and
culture during the sinicization of Xinjiang and Tibet is often cited
as the “countermodel” of Hong Kong should it becomes

increasingly undistinguishable from the Mainland.

(Female %/ 42/ Homemaker RETR)
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Most shocking still is the arrest of the 12 wanted Hong Kongers,
suspects of various crimes, in their attempt to flee to Taiwan in
August 2020. Focus group participants reflected on the
insufficiency of legal safeguards on the Mainland which justified
their distrust in the extradition law. Despite the fact that the
detained were being intercepted during their illegal entry into
Mainland waters, some viewed this a deprivation of freedom of
movement as advocated in the opposition's discourse. The
public’s reaction corresponds to the focus group results, finding
a relatively high score of 9.04 for greater protection of freedom
of movement and residence.

Nonetheless, it must be noted that the desire to have the firewall
strengthened does not mean a wholesale rejection of China or
that such demand necessarily grows out of anti-China
sentiments. Focus group members often justified this demand
with a realistic assessment of the system currently in place in
China which made them believe it is highly unlikely that the
Chinese political system could evolve to an acceptable standard.
Some even expressed a faint hope that Hong Kong could lead in
modernizing the Chinese system, though of the majority
harboured disbelief and uncertainty.
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"Even though the Legislative Council does not necessarily fully represent the public opinion, but | still hope that everything will
still always go through them first, including when NPSCS would be interpreting the Basic Law.”

M TEMEI AR AR BRERT @ thE AKH—EDILT - FIESEZIEILAFEE -

(Female %/ 21/ Student 24)

"The social movement made China felt that their national security is threatened so they are slowly tightening the freedom of
Hong Kongers. The 12 Hong Kongers arrested recently exemplified how the freedom of movement become under control”

DR EER<TERAEXAEERZIEE - FTU B RIBEHEKE » FIM1278 AR it » thE RS Hthifisd

EitB/m -

(Female %/ 20/ Student 24)
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(vi) Summary of Survey Data

Consensus on the protection of all 9 freedom and rights

To varying extents, the majority of respondents agree that there
is a need of a greater protection of all freedoms and rights as all
iterns receive an average score of at least 7.6 (out of 10).

The three highest rating items are “right to be treated equally
before the law” (9.47), “right to privacy is protected” (9.14), and
"lives and safety are fully protected” (9.09).

Those with the lowest scores are "freedom of assembly and
association” (7.62), "freely and openly express one'’s view and
publish” (8.31), and "freedom from being discriminated” (8.33).

"Right to be treated equally before the law” consistently ranks at
the top for all age groups, education attainments, political
inclinations and income groups, except for the least educated
group (primary or below).

“Freedom of assembly and association” generally ranks one of
the lowest among most age groups, education attainments,
political inclinations and income groups, except for the
youngest group (aged 18-29) and the non-establishment
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supporters.
The desire for more protection of freedoms and rights increases HERERS FLgoZohEHN®FREER
with education level but decreases with age Re iR ek A A

In general, there is a negative relationship between age and the
average score given to any item asked. That is to say, the older
the respondent is, the lower average score one is likely to give to
the items asked.

The younger respondents (aged 18-39) generally have strong
desire for greater protection of all freedoms and rights, where all
itemns receive an average score of at least 8. On the other hand,
older respondents (aged 50 or above) tend to deem "freely and
openly express one's view and publish” (772 to 799) and
“freedom of assembly and association” (6.57 to 7.11) in need of
less protection than other freedoms and rights.

The average score generally increases with the respondents’

education level. Respondents with higher educational
attainment (degree or above) generally produce a minimum
score of 8, while those with less educational attainment
(secondary or below) tend to have less regard for “freedom of
assembly and association” (640 to 7.57) compare to other

aspects.
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Huge political divide

Pro-establishment  and  non-establishment  supporters
respectively produce some of the lowest (on "freedom of
assembly and association”) and highest (on “right to be treated
equally before the law") average scores.

All of the lowest scores were produced by pro-establishment
supporters, though most items often still reached at least 7 or
more, "right to be treated equally before the law” (9.06) is the
only item receiving score higher than 9 among
pro-establishment  supporters. On the other hand,
non-establishment respondents produce a minimum score of
above 9 on almost all items, with the exception of "freedom
from being discriminated”, which still stands at 8.63.

No clear relation between income level and desire for freedoms and
rights be better protected

Regardless of one's income level, all items generally receive
scores above 8, with the exception of “freedom of assembly and
association” which only receives 6.72 from the lower-income
group. "Right to be treated equally before the law" ranks top by

all income group.
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4.2 ERHEBUAEF
BE2E [—EmE) FenNmsH

4.2 Governance and Political System

(i) Greater involvement in the negotiation of the new 1C25 contract (i)

Those who had experienced the transfer of sovereignty over
Hong Kong first-hand are most disheartened by the passive role
of Hong Kongers in the past over the future of 1C2S as they see
2047 could be the second coming of disappointment if they do
not have a seat at the negotiation table.

Participants generally reached a consensus on “50 years remain
unchanged” being the key and foundation of the 1C2S. Keeping
the Basic Law largely as it is became the priority in many
participants’ agenda in the rare event that they should lead a
role in the negotiation on Hong Kong's future beyond 2047.
Many participants had an expectation that after the 50-year
period, the two systems of 1C2S would indeed change. But they
held the view that there should only be amendment if such were
to minimize or even abolish “grey areas” by which the Hong
Kong system was rendered less significant.

The “50 years remain unchanged” promise is, however, a paradox
to some, as some participants read the transition period as
essentially a homogenization process by which the Hong Kong
system would merge with the Chinese system. Some
participants thus indicated that they would not be surprised if
there were systemic changes before the 50-year due time,
though they still would like to see 1C2S being respected in the

mean time.

The focus group participants unanimously believed that it is the
central government's decision to formulate the future of 1C25
and that Hong Kongers will have little role, if any, to play. Buried
within the reluctant and depressive acceptance was the faith in
the social contract bound by the Basic Law. For many, absolute
and unguestioned loyalty to this contract probably presented
the best solution to the sustainability of 1C2S. They believe a
robust working relationship between Hong Kong and mainland
China will minimize whatever discrepancies between the
socialist and capitalist systems and be beneficial to both parties.

ClIFFIAEBERB  BARERSHSE
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"Whether or not 1C2S will continue, | hope that Hong Kongers will have the chance to participate in the negotiation.”

MEmxBREEET —Embl hiF  FEAUEEEALEERE MEA) MR

(Female %/ 31/ Journalist 2%8&)

"I don't really mind if 1C2S continue beyond 2047 because it was said in 1997 that '50 years remain unchanged’, when 2047
approached and the system is to change to 1C15S. ..l will accept our fate.”

M T—Emfl) EEET » REFHILATE » AR1997TFSIRE Ta+F18)

o EEIF2047TER  EHEER —F
—Hil1 MEIE.. HthERe e |

(Female %/ 34/ Bank Manager $R1T45H)



"We respect the contract, it was initially promised to us that '50 years remain unchanged’ after which we will have to
contemplate whether or not to continue 1C2S. so | think 50 years (after the launching 1C2S) will be a good time to review
whether it (1C25) really works. Now after just 23 years, we realized already that many things are just 'up to interpretations’ (of the

authorities).”

TRMERESAREY  —BBREEEEAL I ERL2—EARR ) 2 EBEEEREETEHELE —BEmEl) B?A
+ES—ERFNERE > EGREENEEYFAT AAREREBT _+=5 BEEERSEHEEWPRR
#He

(Female %/ 32/ Procurement Officer $EB8 £ {E)

"If 1C2S is to continue, then | hope that there would be clauses that specify the boundaries of power of both SAR and the central
government and never put things like Annex 3 in, where other clauses can be randomly added anytime.”

MNR (—Emsl) e > REZPREFET—EE EEREHEER - BERAEM (PREFEFEHN) H#ER
AWE » FEFEER (M=) EEmaIsy - (B%R) EADEEEMA (B BER -

(Male 58/ 22/ Student £4)

(i) 1C2S is the overwhelming option for Hong Kong's future (i) T—Em&) SEBRRNT 28

Even though the idea of gaining independence and becoming a FEREFRH/NMETRT  BARBE2E
Chinese autonomous city were brought up during the focus MRATEEETHNERE  BXFHERBAS
group discussions, participants overwhelmingly agreed that BithE= MR T—EmSl) BB ATA
1C2S, if practised as promised, should continue, even HNARER  EZERAMEETE -0
indefinitely. The past 23 years however highlighted the conflicts B BEBFELENER ERTHEY
arising from a difference in understanding or expectation of T—Emt) NARFETEEEMAE -
what 1C2S means. While some participants understood the —EZGERATENRRASEE=ENY
50-year timeframe as one for compromising differences and BAHRIRENER  BEAZHABEES
experimental in the removal of boundaries, most had higher HAZE » Eok T—Emd)) EHSEAEBRR
expectation and felt justified in their demand for 1C2S's ability in At » RIS E B AT R B R -

maintaining a high degree of autonomy, enjoyment of freedoms
and continuation of the distinction from the Mainland.

Working youths in our focus group tended to feel more deeply FHEMINERSES T—EmS EEMRK
about the deterioration of 1C25 to 1C1S. Some of them identified r—BE—#)) BRZRXR - BHARR B
the current problems of 1C2S as lying not only in conceptual g T—EmH) NEEREZERAES L8E
ambiguity, but unwillingness on the part of the authorities to mn o EEAERTEERMGE - gL%Hm
commit to the cause. A few participants diagnosed that 1C2S is B T—EmH) REFEBFNH RBUT
often no more than just a name which SAR or the central AU EREREHNENNAEA - thfIge
government used to capture Hong Kong's economic gain. r—Emt) EERRER T—E—% -
Despite the perception that 1C25 has become 1C1S in practice, BhEaE T—B—f) FTEEEEEH -

they displayed certain level of confidence in the unlikelihood of
the imposition of 1C15.

-
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It is noteworthy that any degree of preference of independence
of Hong Kong or any kind of self-determinist was extremely rare,
whether of practical considerations, any attachment to a
Chinese identity, or any perceived incompatibility of the “one
country” premise. Most participants emphasized the
indisputability of Hong Kong's being part of China. A small
group of younger focus participants do not oppose to the
adoption of 1C1S if the mainland system will be as socially,
economically and legally developed as Hong Kong's by 2047.
That is to say, these people would happily accept 1C1S only if the
"one system” could match up with Hong Kong's current system.
Others suggested the most ideal situation would be for the two
systems to develop together.

A smaller group found the current state of 1C2S satisfactory.
They were usually middle-aged participants who tended to
measure the success of 1C2S in terms of the improvement of
living standard, job security and public safety.

Perhaps surprisingly, while older participants did not find the
recent development of 1C2S satisfactory, they tended not to
have strong expectations of 1C2S, mostly because they
envisaged that they will not be around in 2047 and thus
unwilling to yield their command of the future to younger
stakeholders. They also displayed a mix of optimism, pessimism
and uncertainty towards the future of Hong Kong as they
recognized that there are both merits and drawbacks in the
existing system. Some of them envisioned that the original way
of life on the economic and social front would likely remain
unchanged, although there might be less space to discuss
political issues, especially if they are critical of the authorities.

EERASHE EmEHRBEREZE » HH
BASHAER HE T—F) §RESTHE
B XFEFEMAEERN EBEIL SEFAT
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EE AR TR 204TE R R BRI
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mtEREmEELREERE -
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HFCTARETE  ERZFEMETAR
T—EmG ) EEAEE B T—H
mE) NEEHEERS TERAMMAE
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HRFEE—HRKE - thPEHERE 5 ERR
AEETEREY > AEEBNRRREH
W FENTRENEZERE - iz AF
W—LE AR » BERNER A RELSTEMHT
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BT e E e 0 DEEMTEBNT
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"The reason why 1C2S is not working is because those signing the contract don't honour them (1C2S)... They (the central
government) are already proactively intervening Hong Kong's affairs after just 23 years (of 1C25). The question of whether 1C25
should continue really depends on whether they (the central government) would respect the contract.”

REFEREGANNANEBEEEGRBMAS... (T—Embly ) REBT - +=F B3 (PREF) FiE
T8 - BAREZILE T—Emfl) SEBEL - RREELEMAR (TREFFR) SARBER -

(Male 88/ 35/ Clerk XH A B)

"For me, China does not necessarily represent the Communist party and is not necessarily a one-party state. It can also embrace
universal values and democratize. If it has been democratized, | really don’t mind 1C1S. But this is not the case right now, 1C25
is already non-existent and (the authorities) constantly change the definition (of what 1C2S mean). For me right now, whether

1C2S will continue after 2047 | no longer care, as it is no longer the 1C25 promised in the ‘contract’”

M ®ES > PEFP—ERERHEE » PEHALUZERERREIHEHEHERE  TRE-EEH - REEADEREAN

o BREMANR204TEZE T—E—Fl) - BREFRES

r—Emfll BELET » HERNUEEREEPIE

& I—Emsls R - RENTRENEME » BRCETEEEENRFTEN - J

(Male 88/ 31/ Marketing Manager TS ELEHE)



"We will each articulate our 1C2S ...it's ok if you implement 1C2S in Hong Kong like you would in Macau but whether the
international community recognize Hong Kong as such is another matter. Mass emigration is evidence that people are losing

confidence”

rr—Emb ~ F8&RM) .. BEF—&F > BIES T—EmH) HAFE > EEEEARTASES—HF - B0

B REZVDABRRANET -
(Female %/ 62/ Care worker (EI28)

"I hope 1C2S in 2047 will be what it was intended to be, things in China will catch up with Hong Kong and we improve together

not regress or drag each other down.”

IBFBE204TFEN T—EmF » FEGEEVRY —EmE) (A —&  PEFERAthREGEIEENE

B AR—EBESFMAREEER - |
(Female %/ 21/ Salesperson $§&£8)

"Hong Kong is part of China.. .structurally we don't have the capacity to be independent...what other countries could we get

the provisions we acquire now than China?"

EERTE—N7.. AIESTEASKBAE  I2EE - BE - et BT EML - MRBBEUNE » IEER

(i) Political polarization hinders implementation of 1C25

All participants recognized the merits of a pluralistic society and
most understood the damage political polarization caused to
the implementation of 1C2S. The participants however differ as
to who they attributed the responsibility for creating these
societal fissures to.

More middle-aged participants tended to focus on how SAR
government systemically excluded opposition voices in
government as exemplified by the disqualification of candidates
siding with localismm and outright barring them from running
elections. Some read these incidents as the central government
orchestrating suppression against the opposition through
methods like NPCSC's interpretation of the Basic Law or secret
talks with Hong Kong government officials.

Some of the youngest and oldest participants attributed equal
blame to both political groups and the government. On the one
hand, these participants felt that the localist narrative was
gravely simplified and indiscriminate vilification of government
officials had in fact worked against the localist cause in denying
themselves opportunities to truly respond to the demands of
the people. On the other hand, some political groups are also
unwilling to negotiate and reconcile. The participants were
worried that political polarization had put the Hong
Kong-Mainland relationship under too much stress and would
backfire and harm the prospects of 1C2S.

AILIHETARE 7 |
(Male 88/ 41/ Engineer TF2£T)
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Some of the oldest focus group participants gave more details B RFERNFHR/NMIZHE BB
on what successful implementation of 1C2S might be like, r—BEmb EREMNERS  BREE
hinting at democratization as well as the emergence of bt~ BAKRFEBEREE—SERE -
moderate and middle-of-the-road politics. They understood Ml T—Embl) WEREHETER
that 1C2S will not be given to Hong Kong unconditionally MREBERSRIDBERR > SEEZM
especially if politicians continue to deploy provocative e

strategies.

"Everyone has different ideas about how a society should operate, we should adopt a more opened attitude. The society is
pluralisticand it allows (different voices) to brainstorm together to reach solution and improve...government seem to think that
listening to the citizens (is a sign of weakness) and they refuse to listen and communicate with citizens... their insistence make

the society more polarized.”

MSEANE—EH&EREFNERNA—& » TUBZRNEREE » SARAEEMSZS LT - (FRES)
AILBEEMSRA  HEAALES - BENSEFENMS . JEHNEAETREERGHISE SR » BRH
REFECHERMTEE  SHEHREBENERE - |

(Female %/ 20/ Student B4)
"There should be many voices (in the society), not single one, otherwise Hong Kong will be no different from Mainland or other

totalitarian states... government should work harder to create such platforms where people can peacefully exchange
opinions... rather than suppressing these voices.”

BEEFE (THE) B9EHEN > TEZEE -85 SHIEEREAENEHAMBEERELIEDR.. BNER
Z—TNMAHEARAILUATREACER  FRESHERBRENE TS » BEFAEIBRNTERESC. .
FEEZEE T o |

(Male B8/ 31/ Marketing Manager TigH EE4SIER)

"We need to give more opinions to the central government, with restraint.”

IHEAKALURA » B FEEED < )
(Male 8/ 72/ Retired Bk A1)
There are two types of people in the society obstructing the realization of two types of development of the 1C25. One of them
is the ‘yellow-ribbon’ preventing the 1C25 envisioned by the central government because of their dissatisfaction in central
government's actions. And the other is ‘blue-ribbon’ and they think that the ‘yellow-ribbon’ is preventing what they expected

(of 1C25 to be realized). The "yellow ribbon’ think that the blue ribbon and central government is preventing what we truly think
of the 1C2S to happen, 'high degree of autonomy’ and Hong Kongers ruling Hong Kong.

e FEmEFEILIBNA » 2RIEREME [—EmHl) NERE - —@EEAEN (Eikl - EREPRAEN (—Em
Hlly ¥R AAmEEM TS TBEATHPRTAERS MR, m—E@8ER TEik) » 815 TS RSt
‘e I—Emsll - Sk BE MEih) RPRERSRMAIDREEN —EmbE) 8 2 IBE8R BA

aE Fe

(Male 8/ 22/ Student E4)




Hope for democratization is shared by many participants as the
key, and perhaps the only key to the continuation of 1C2S. From
our survey results, it is clear that the public share some common
aspirations for democratization in Hong Kong. For instance, a
majority of respondents agree that improvements are necessary
for a fair and open election for government leaders (82.9%) and
fair competition among political parties (83.5%). Over two-thirds
(67.0%) think that democratization in Hong Kong should be
faster, shared by all groups, with the exception of
pro-establishment supporters.

Many focus group participants summarized one aim of 1C2S to
be that Hong Kong should adopt an indispensable role as a
Chinese democratic example to China. Democratization is thus
perceived as more than benefitting the internal governance of
Hong Kong where different groups and interests can be
adequately represented in the legislative process; that it is and
will be a defining quality of the success of 1C2S. However, many
found it disappointing that not only is Hong Kong losing the role
one aspires to, but the promised democratization as stipulated
in the Basic Law is far from fully realized after almost half time
towards 2047,

The SAR government's inability to carry out political reform in a
timely, structured fashion caused much disappointment and
discontentment among participants. Framing democratization
of Hong Kong as a life and death situation is the dominant
narrative of the anti-extradition movement. As the movement
subsided with the arrival of National Security Law, the longing
for a democratized Hong Kong is still alive, though much
toned-down and consolidated into a reluctant acceptance of
the current system. There were participants who took the
“failure” of the social movement and the series of events that
followed as a telling sign of the failure of 1C2S, while there were
also participants who see the “good” in the social movement
taking place in 2019 and not later, as it exposed the deep-seated
problems of Hong Kong to the central government and
provided a chance for reviewing the implementation of 1C25 as
well as the relevance of the Basic Law.

Yet, there were also participants indicating that the social
movement made them see the immaturity of promoting
democratization in Hong Kong. They realized that Hong Kong is
neither fit for universal suffrage nor are there any such political
talents to lead the city when they witnessed some politicians
defended protesters despite their violent behaviours. On the
contrary, the perceived lack of political talent is also the reason
why other participants hope for the success of democratic
reform as they felt that the current government officials had
been failing them.
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"Some people think that the social movement (anti-extradition movement) was promoting Hong Kong independence but my
view is that it was making a demand, asking (the authorities) to respect 1C25. The question is whether we should continue this
system broken by (the authorities).”

RENHTED (REFES) - BIRNVRZEEAENR MR > RECEENEEARTRERE (BHF) 8E I—Em
By - —EDER (BUN) RENHERSREZMEELER?

(Female 3£/ 32/ Procurement Officer }RB& 3 1E)

" cannot say that the social movement did not do any good to the development of 1C2S. If the social movement erupted in
2047... then Hong Kongers would not be able to fight for the continuation of 1C2S, because then 1C1S would only be natural.
But if the social movement, concerning the future of Hong Kong, takes place within the 50-year time period, then it is not a bad

method to showcase the deep-seated problems of 1C25"

RIS REH &R T—Embl) SREEHE  NRSHES N EERI204TFARENE » JREFRE
BT e 0 EEAEETERBNEGH 0 ERERER T—E—fl) REMEN - IRE I—EmHll EZ (505
T8 NEE AR - EIEEERE ( T—Embll 1Y) REBRFE - J

(Male 88/ 22/ Student £4)
"People complained about (the proposals on) the election of the Chief Executive. If everyone gets a vote..does it mean any

(random) person can run for election? (To ensure the quality of the candidate, it makes sense that) only those appointed will be
allowed to run for election.”

TAFSRENESEEH  MR—A—F.. .BEEE (ERA) HAUSE? (AREHAENNAEE L) AA%
Fgk  REBERMAEE -

(Female %/ 48/ Accountant &&t£)

"l am optimistic about democratization in Hong Kong in 2047, because this is a global trend and | think China will follow.”
REBR204TEMNE » (FH) gERREXAE > ARAEREHERNAER » REAENEREE - )
(Female 2/ 59/ Clerk SZEEA B)

"There is something more important than democracy, it is the livelihood of people.. we don't value the freedoms we already
enjoy. The demand for democratization must be legal and peaceful...we need to reflect on this (what prompted the central
government to introduce the National Security Law)."

RIgiEEmEF  RE) @ RELRISEE. RMAFETEEEER - BEHMEBARGENER... ( (BzE%
&) RER) BMERE—T -

(Male 58/ 68/ Retired iEfk A1)
(v) Quality of governance plays an important part in the (v) HMBUKTEZEE T—EmE) NEERE

implementation of 1C25 EEATERES  DENEEERAREE
Our survey results testify that check and balance is the Itk ERENSNBUNIIE - KZEH
most-wanted government function that needs improvement EDA 0 BRI (83.4%) M ARER
after democratization. Most respondents agree that it is (83.3%) HABHREREITEERR - RESMR
necessary for the courts (83.4%) and the legislature (83.3%) to BEENEKETAERTREMR  8%hEHE
balance the executive branch. Some participants refer to the HEZEAS BTSSR -

personal misconduct of some senior officials as breaching the
trust of people and that the accountability system should be
more strictly followed.



Improving the provision of quality public services (81.6%) is the
common ground of every demographic group save that law
enforcement add maintaining social orders (79.1%) comes last.
Notably for these two government functions, the highest
support comes from the democrats while the lowest comes
from the localists. These are two of the few questions that the
democrats and localists respond differently. Many focus group
participants agreed that the delivery of everyday government
function will affect their evaluation of the overarching
governance structure.

One of the more-cited criticisms of the implementation of 1C25
is the neglect of Hong Kong people’s interest by government
officials. To some, the anti-extradition movement exposed
exactly HKSAR's lack of governance capacity where the
government is pushing forward an unfavourable policy. Almost
two-third of the respondents (63.1%9) indicate that the SAR
government's policies cannot satisfy the needs and interests of
different parties and no group gives a passing score, including
the pro-establishment supporters.

RUTRFNAIEE (81.6%) 2FEMER
RS MBRTERNEEL RS
(79.1%) RUHHERE ° BREBRRAR
REBEFEDARBENS » MALRE
HENBARTRE » RORRTIRRAL
REREERSHNEE - FERAMEE
HERE  BATEEHENER » SRS
PIHREE AN HE -

BE (—EmE) OHTH B AR
REERREETRNA M - HELEZHE
ms @ EFAERBEZE T HERNRZEH
B ERE-EARRONBREE R &R
B - BIE=022 _M%aHE (63.1%) &
T REBRNBREEZNETRAATNE
2w SERGIKSSFEEANMER
BB ERTEEDH -

"The government should prioritize the needs of Hong Kongers and these cannot be written black and white in the Basic Law,
it depends on the mindset of our leader. ..s/he should be able to act independent from the influence of other powers (stronger

than him/her)."

TETHIEBURES - EREBALE » TR (EA0Z) LARET  SEREMENMEE. AREBANES » BURE
PEHETEEE BRIt HM (BF) BEx:EAMBVIRE -

(Male 8/ 20/ Student &%)

"The Chief Executives we have in Hong Kong have impaired political wisdom...(l understand that) every place has their own
problems but | feel that officials in Hong Kong just want to report to (the central government). They never put themselves in
the position of Hong Kongers, before things become so destructive there were many remedies available..they are unwilling to
negotiate (with us)...back in 2008, we were all proud to be Chinese... now it feels like (the central government) will only grant

positions to those who are loyal to them but not those with political wisdom.”

EXERFENEEERENRE... (HHRQ) SERSHIRLERSFIEANSE  EEATENAFRRZEER
FE (PFRER) 210 2 EREEAAEGRE  RESBEARAILIERIIBIRR » GHEMS AR A, B
i (BHR) sm.. 2008 FERAARZITTE » HREAFEER.. EZEEFTEEESINHEEEE » 281

(FRREAT) BIA 2 - |
(Male 5/ 44/ Photographer &g2E)
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(vi) Summary of Survey Data

There is necessity in improving government's accountability

through check and balance

+ The majority of respondents (over 80%) agree that monitoring
mechanisms from the judiciary or legislature should improve to
keep governmental bodies in check.

+ The average score generally decreases with age, and increases
with education levels and income.

Political divide on this issue is clear, with pro-establishment
producing the lowest score of 5.44 and 4.87 on strengthening
the monitoring function of the judiciary and legislature
respectively, while democrats the highest of 973 and 9.53

respectively.

of

Fairness in elections receive the most support, with the highest
score of 8.22.

+ The average score generally decreases with the respondents’
age and generally increases with education levels.

* The pro-establishment supporters produce the lowest scores on
fair elections of government leaders and political parties,
respectively 545 and 6.50, while non-establishment supporters
all produce scores of above 9.

Improvements on public service is less necessary compared to other

aspects

Provision of public service and law enforcement receive two of
the lowest scores of 761 and 745, though around 80% of
respondents still deem them two necessary areas for
improvement.

Scores given to them generally reach at least 7.3, with the
exception of pro-establishment supporters who deem the
provision of public service relatively less necessary, at 6.61.
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All groups are dissatisfied with the inability of government to initiate
policies to look after interests of all parties in the society

Over 60% of the respondents think the government'’s policies
cannot satisfy the needs and interests of all parties in the society,
with an average score of just 2.98.

Generally, there is no clear distinctions between different groups
and the government’s perceived ability to satisfy interests of all
parties, as scores produced by all sub-groups are similarly low.
Younger respondents aged 18-29 years old agree most that
government policies cannot satisfy interests of all parties,
producing an average of only 1.97. While pro-establishment
produced a relatively high score of 4.93, it is still below 5.

+ The score increases with age and decreases with education

level.

- The satisfaction score of middle-income individuals is the lowest

among other income groups (2.86 for lower-middle and 2.57 for
upper-middle).

Faster-paced democratization soon is preferred by most

Over two-thirds of participants think that Hong Kong's
democratization should be faster.

Younger respondents tend to hope for faster democratization
compared to older respondents. Similar pattern is also seen in
those with higher educational attainment and income levels,
where higher educational attainment or income level tend to
mean stronger desire for a faster-paced democratization,
though the relations are not as clear as that with age.

+ The starkest contrast between hope for faster democratization is

found in respondents of different political inclinations. The
difference  in score between pro-establishment and
non-establishment is the starkest, standing respectively at 441
and 8.69.
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The economic achievements of Hong Kong under 1C2S are
undoubted even among the most critical participants. They
displayed a clear understanding of Hong Kong's contribution to
China. They also observed that these achievements equipped
Hong Kong with certain degree of resilience. It was widely held
by the participants that due to pragmatic considerations, China
would work hard to ensure the survival of 1C25S at least at the
most superficial level as long as Hong Kong is able to contribute
in the development of international commerce to China.

Yet, Hong Kong's position is not unshakable. The rise to its
position as an international financial centre has been a mixture
of historical accidents, conditioning and engineering. With US
revoking Hong Kong's special status recently, some participants
felt that the act certifies that Hong Kong is perceived to be the
same as the rest of China. Hong Kong must discover new
positioning to gain bargaining power to convince China for the
continuation of 1C2S.

While some feel proud of Hong Kong's achievement, some also
realize that this is a pressure point to coerce China into political
concessions which coincides with the “laam-chau” (mutual
destruction) strategy as seen in the anti-extradition movement.
Even some younger participants argue that such strategy will
further undermine Hong Kong's bargaining power and
eventually dismantle the possible continuation of 1C25S.

On a different level, focus group discussions tended to focus
almost exclusively on the economic factor while only a few
recognized the mentality of the Chinese leadership that 1C25
would continue if it benefits China overall politically and not
solely economically. Over the last two decades, China has
moved on in its own economic development. The rapid rise of
cities like Shenzhen, Shanghai and Guangzhou has shown that
China has already reached a stage where it is no longer
dependent on Hong Kong economically and at times this was a
point of concern for the participants who urged for more
reinvention of the Hong Kong style capitalism to maintain its
advantage.
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"The continuation of 1C2S depends on whether it can bring economic benefits to China without threatening national security.”

I T—Embl] BEEEELE  EAZERFRETTAREIBERZE MY I UATEHRR—ERFAEEY © |

(Female %/ 20/ Student £4)

"The continuation of 1C2S is so that China can take advantage of Hong Kong, they want the benefits that the badge 1C2S would
bring, like taking Hong Kong as the trading window to make economic gains.”

FEgATE T—Embl) H% > sIULERGm  EXRESREETAENAw  FINAEEFLAEZEORR -

(i) The success of capitalism signifies the success of the "two systems”

Participants generally agreed that some key elements of the
market economy, such as private property rights, free exchange
of currency and free flow of capital, remain intact. But to some
participants, Hong Kong's lack of self-sufficiency is responsible
for the diminishing competitiveness of the city and the
perceived failure of capitalism over the years.

Survey results demonstrate that a majority of respondents
support the government should participate in the market more
proactively by developing selected industries (68.3%), allocate
more public expenditure to take care of the basic needs of
everyone (69.9%) and tax the wealthy more to subsidize those in
need (63.3%). There is greater support for all three policy choices
from the lower income group than the higher.

In some of the focus groups the participants opined that Hong
Kong's reactionary economic policy continues to diminish its
competitiveness and overlook the urgency in diversifying. The
current economic model supported by the four pillar industries
is deemed both inward and backward looking which matches
neither the macro-economic trend nor the interests of youth. To
them, Hong Kong appears to be too proud of its past
achievements, too short-sighted in its future outlook and too
timid to stay in its comfort zone of the four-pillar industrial
model.

The participants, particularly those under 30 and were in
employment, had deep feelings about how the government’s
efforts often do not follow through, which eventually lead to
further problems. For instance, when government expressed its
intention to develop the six priorities industries, Hong Kong
lacked the necessary infrastructure to deliver. The limited size of
the market cannot absorb the influx of new graduates trained by
tertiary institutions. Skilled youths in these specializations are
either paid poorly or pulled away from the relevant industries by
opportunities elsewhere, causing not only mismatch in the
employment market but weakened social mobility for a
generation.

(Female %/ 29/ Flight Attendant 22 RFEE)
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Secondly, many participants attribute, in part, if not in large part,
the rocketing discontent caused by HKSAR government’s poor
allocation of public resources. Land and housing were examples
put forth by many focus group participants. Although evidence
was not provided, there was a general impression that new
immigrants are the main beneficiary of public housing and
mainlanders are the main buyers of Hong Kong properties. Local
youth are priced out of the housing markets and are forced to
compromise their career and family planning for a relatively
reasonable standard of living in the city. The consequence is
far-reaching as some predicted that the unwillingness to bear
children will prevent the continuation of Hong Kongers (perhaps
as an “ethnic group”) and thus the continuation of 1C2S.

To some participants, the crux of land and housing problems lies
in the exploitation of resources, and suggested that more
government effort should be devoted to penalizing wealthy
residents in public housing. Some failed to truly understand the
one-way permit system and how it worked and proposed
exercising a "vetting right” when granting one-way permits to
mainlanders. Some others said that the small house policy
should be revisited to ensure land resources are maximized.

Expensive and time-consuming infrastructural projects like the
Lantau Tomorrow Vision, the high-speed rail, and the
Shatin-Central line are much despised. While the return of
capital investment might be long-term, participants could not
see how public spending is effectively allocated to tackle
immediate needs of the mass. They are not surprised that such
overly conservative resource distribution provided a source of
public distrust and anger. They considered such gigantic sum of
money spent on these projects could have been spent on
poverty alleviation schemes, such as unemployment relief or
emergency funds for COVID-hit industries, that will benefit more
people in need.

Utilizing the financial autonomy to differentiate HKSAR from
Mainland China was deemed a crucial task in adhering to the
concept of 1C2S. Regarding the lack of precision when
executing government budgeting, the overloaded public
healthcare was used to illustrate the point. Worsened by an
ageing population and a growing size of public healthcare users
who were priced out of the expensive private healthcare system,
they regarded government inaction in this area as insensitive
and inconsiderate to public demands and needs. They
suggested the government should recruit more medics from
overseas, rather than the Mainland, to maintain the service
standards.
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"Over the years, Hong Kong has always tilted toward the financial sector or the land developers. We do not acquire the capacity
and momentum for economic growth. Along with the other social problems, it just makes the people discontent and turn to
politics for solution.”

EEZTRESNEEEEC2AERSRMUMES - TEFIEERENERE ) M EASFEFRESHERE  RA
e A\RHEEHTGELTR  BATRETECE T EfFHE - |

(Male 8/ 24/ Customer Service Officer & R RFEEF)

"The economy needs to diversify even though it is already a Chinese financial centre, there is such heterogeneity of work genre
within the financial sector like Fintech, can we have a better positioning? Honestly, | don't know what the Innovation and
Technology Bureau did in the past few years, or the Cyberport. | don't feel that there are any improvements in the past few

years.”

NEERIUEZ T BMEFRRS—ETESR P ORI LIMES - flile/EIFH A E » eI N UAEEFEMR ? 4
AIRRIZ MBI B B EEA - MLARET HE » EEFR 2B ATAEETEEES T - |

(Male 88/ 26/ Marketing Manager TS ELEHE)

"Hong Kong does not have any industry standing out and have always been following the wider global or Asian trend, sowhen
the society is stable then the economy will flourish... investors will then come.”

MEELEHEEEESERTENEEE  hERRRNNE2ERAR - T2NRTERE » EEE—EB8AML
L REEEEREE -

(Male 8/ 51/ Trading Manager & 545H)

"The government should strive to justly distribute resources. For example, many big corporates are making a lot of money
already, the Employment Support Scheme should focus on more local industries. . .so they can survive. ..1C2S grants HKSAR the
freedom to take full control of its budget, the central government never intervened with the budgeting but HKSAR needs to

make sure that resources are fairly distributed.”

MEEENEHBEBENENETHELNLER - #& MRWFE) @ EEAGERFENRES  FLENEFEES T
BTE  NERMALEEE... T—EmFl) TEEECERNFERNEA » PRIVEETHE - SEERMNEETEE
FEAIREAREL » 2HRASENTE  EATHORER -

(Female %/ 54/ Clerk XEEA &)

"Whether certain government official meet their policy objectives is irrelevant because they still get paid...they have no skin in
the game, they do not suffer (if they failed to meet target). .. if their performance is linked to (their polices outcomes) then it can
motivate them.”

MSERNEEREERENER  BEaESEItMOBRERIEME  thfthRERIFE. MATHBEERRRE
&> MRMANZREEZINEMIE (BERMR) 868 » S AGSTH<EEMABIER - |

(Male 88/ 26/ Marketing Manager TS ELEHE)

"The government has been spending a lot on projects like high-speed rail, Shatin-Central line and the Tomorrow's Lantau, but
they should listen to the opinion of people from different strata of the society and consider directing funds to areas that benefit
the majority to alleviate the societal conflicts.”

IBRHERT BRI fE RS HRESE  WPE « RiEs MEAE) - HERMESEZEESHETRKEERRN
ER X SREEEEEMT - EEESIHARM I UEZNEN L ? BEFSHEEREN—LIE? |

(Male 58/ 20/ Student #4%)



In this time of economic uncertainty brought on by the
pandemic, the self-evaluated economic prospects for survey
respondents are mixed, with 36.8 think that they will be in a
better situation and 32.8% worse. Survey results also show that
the majority of respondents (57.9%) think that social policies in
Hong Kong is unfair. The relationship between individual
economic prospects and one's view of societal fairness is
unclear. It is conventional to believe that poorer economic
prospects will accompany with perceived unfairness of social
policies as witnessed in the middle-income group and
non-degree graduates. However, the relationship is reversed for
younger respondents as they have more positive expectation
over their economic prospects and greater perceived unfairness
in social policies. Similarly, non-establishment supporters
evaluate their economic prospects almost equally compared to
moderates but have a much stronger sense of unfairness.

Even with a certain level of confidence in their own competence,
younger groups felt strongly that the future outlook of their
fellows is darkened by social immobility. They were sympathetic
to their cohorts who are locked in heavy burden from student
loan. Unchanged income scales for fresh graduates in the past
decade made the acquisition of higher education gravely
unattractive.

While the participants might not have any first-hand
experiences of poverty, they identified wealth gap and
inequality as problems all-pervading and consolidating in
contemporary Hong Kong. This has particular impact on
children and youth's unequal access to education, as classes
moved online to Zoom lately.

The perceived inequality is not limited to the less advantaged.
Commercially, some participants felt that the influx of Chinese
capital on a generally massive scale altered the level-playing
field where local enterprises could rarely, if ever, compete. This
does not do justice to enterprising local business talents.
Participants often felt that what these businesses lack is the
financial capacity to enter into the local market and stay long
enough to establish themselves. At the individual level,
participants also hold that a growing proportion of Chinese
firms have suspected preferences toward mainland graduates
over local graduates at entry level. Such claims are hard to verify
but feel very real to those experiencing it.
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"Housing is a huge burden for younger generation, this prompts many to ditch any child-bearing plans...if these problems can
be solved, then it would relieve a lot of conflicts within the society.”

REFEFE-EAEREAEEREEERARE  gFEATMBREST T—K. . AMUNRAILBRETEAGLE
REFHREENE  HHEFEEE -

(Female %/ 28/ Baker 1iZ )

"Has the quality of life been compromised (only) after reversion to China?... | have heard from elderly that back in the 60s, the
living conditions were even worse than it is now. How few people back then were not living in super cramped space?... People’s
demands have grown nowadays; our standard of living has risen. But when making these demands, what have we sacrificed?

(we must be aware that we also have) responsibilities.”

EEARERESAR M—EmFl <BEAFLEEEREMER? . HEREARHE ) N FRAEENEEAEER
B BAFVANTEE TEIE] ?SRSAARHBEACERES » £REFES - AKEMERNEERAEXMNET
fTEER ? &EE (HECH) BEEEEN -

(Female %/ 42/ Homemaker RETR)

"Industries such as construction, finance and insurance have gradually been filled with many Chinese corporations... pushing
both Hong Kong and foreign corporations out of the scene.”

THNELE -~ &/~ FRZENTE ) BERFEZAENATEEELE.. SN REEEATNEBEARREE
BEIUE ° |

(Female%z/ 29/ Flight Attendant ZEFRIES)

"Chinese corporate often get the tendering for government projects directly, to me, that looks like the weakening of "two
systems”. Culturally, broadcast companies are playing more drama from Mainland and less made locally. Mainlanders are also
controlling our biggest broadcast company. The space for Hong Kongers to express ourselves is increasingly small... Even in
translations, we used to have the freedom to adopt different versions of a term but now we do always choose the Mainland
one... There is often huge pool of funding making cooperation with Mainland almost free and thus much easier. We seem to
have the choice to choose freely but these economic pull factors meant that we do not actually have that freedom... we (Hong

Kongers) are very passive in all these.”

MhEEEREAS (PR » W) SRS - XUBRESHE » SRAEIRIESKETEAMNEE &
ARERRULD  RAEFSESABRAOBRAMAZERE » FEANESHLEDD . FEUR I LIEERBTE
HAEENEYL  ESERVNUEETENERS.. BAMALEGEENRETEAMEBRSFEEEEE  ERFH

EErLRAMESFEERE - RE LEMmEREE » BEEFA TRE—EEE - FEA TS ERHNE - )

(Male 88/ 23/ Assistant Arborist ByER{5EEET)
" work in Central, there are a lot of Chinese capital-backed corporations and they tend to employ Mainlanders. These people

are usually educated overseas and acquire knowledge in both Mainland and the international horizon. .. it is only natural for
them (the Chinese corporates) to choose the mainland candidate. Hong Kongers are given much less chances comparatively.”

HRAEPELE  REBSHEEXR 2N ERFAMA > AMATERSMEIIEEE - BARBAE T EERN
M. BROEEEAMA > BEIREEEA -

(Male 8/ 26/ Marketing Manager Hi52R4FIR)

(iv) International outlook and local priorities gave way to China's (iv) BB R A ERERFERERE

development

China’s impact is growing globally. Some of focus group FENEENESREEATEERE - BF
participants applauded its economic success and believed Hong h& BIEPEAENRT] » WHEEARER
Kong should seize the ample opportunities in China. But there is ERMEE > BthE NBRIFEERMER
also the observation that Hong Kong is beginning to BthEERBEREENNTR - SHERESR
accommodate China in every possible aspect. Hong Kong as an AEBEEEEES THEERRNLTEE
established economy flourishing on the international stage oaEE e T EE EN P E T BT EMmL
being possibly overshadowed by the growing Chinese market B o LB EKETE - GRGEFHE
raises many participants’ concerns. They worried that the EIISEREF o

over-reliance on China may restrict Hong Kong's international
horizon.



Survey results show that opinion towards Hong Kong's
participation in the Chinese economy is split, with 40.9%
support and 40.2% oppose, implying contradictory attitudes
towards economic opportunities from the massive mainland
market. The generation gap and political divide is obvious.
Younger and non-establishment supporters is against Hong
Kong participation, whereas older and pro-establishment
supporters support. Greater participation in economic activities
in foreign countries is more of a consensus from the public
survey, with 74.8% support and 8.5% oppose.

From teaching Chinese language in Mandarin and the
introduction of National Education Curriculum in education to
lifeless moulding of retail landscape, to meeting the needs of
high-purchasing mainland customers, be they parallel traders or
luxuries buyers; to the influx of mainlanders on individual visit
scheme, anchor babies and alleged "benefit tourism’, the divide
is evident and big. It should come as no surprise that some
participants insisted that people find it hard to believe that the
government is putting the needs of Hong Kong people at top
priority.

In face of China's growing soft power, focus group participants
refer to the concept of cultural assimilation as they see Hong
Kong's local culture is diminishing. For instance, the
entertainment industry no longer flourishes as they did. One
sees local broadcast company playing an increasing proportion
of mainland-produced, mandarin-speaking drama series which
are making huge hits in the city. In the literary realm, there is a
growing use of mainland slangs and terms used in translation
while simplified Chinese characters are becoming more
common in day-to-day settings.

All made the participants felt as if the most mundane aspects of
everyday life are being invaded. To many participants, the
problems economic integration brought to the locals certainly
outweigh the benefits. In response to China-facing policies,
there is a growing sentiment to oppose all China-related issues.
The perceived unjust treatment of locals mobilized many to
retaliate with proposals such as the "yellow economic circle” to
vindicate a sense of justice that is missing in the society.
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Capacity-building will prove crucial to the growth of Hong
Kong's own bargaining power in a potential 2047 talk. Some
proposed that Hong Kongers must reduce reliance on the
seemingly unbeatable Chinese market by developing deeper
and more extensive relations with foreign firms. However, some
participants analysed that the dominating role of Chinese firms
in the local economy produces the inaccurate impression that
Hong Kong is symbiotic to the Chinese market when in fact, a
fair share of the Hong Kong market is occupied by both
prominent international and local firms who are able to survive
on their own.

RABBENRBE204THIS =D » BH
BESIBMNEETHENMRE - B0 ERET
BEANBECERTEREENME B
BRRBEAMTE - TEZSHEREN  BE
AMCEETESEEIEAE » BEIER
ERFERAMEEEEAENER - 28
b BEEMENETES N HEHEERFE
NOEMRIERESE -

"The pandemic is a good time to reset our economy.. .the retail industry has always been tilted to the mainland market. We
don’'t need so many pharmacies in Tsim Sha Tsui selling the same kinds of things.. .we see many shops being closed (since the
closure of the border and we should rethink) whether we should be so singular (in our economic approach).”

RESERER—EEE.. FENZEXSBHAERAMBHITHE » RPUEEABREITRECLVEETEERSERE »
2HME—A—ENRA - RABRZAFEM  AREERSENTE  —ERER2IMEHT  E2ENER ?

(Male 58/ 33/ Financial Planner B4 5555 2)6M)




"If not for Mainland’s Individual Visit Scheme back in post-SARS days, Hong Kong economy would not develop so quickly and
would probably be dead. People complained about the Mainlanders devouring our resources but our economy really is better
and people now have jobs!”

FO+E » IRFRTEREBRTT » (REATAEESTTEREHER » AIEEE—BK | HRER » EHTAE
ARBHEMFE  BEEENEEEFT XEIHAHRE !

(Female %/ 48/ Accountant Z&+£)

"Hong Konger ruling Hong Kong' is not just in a literal sense... (the Chief Executive) should prioritize Hong Kongers when
drafting policies. Now we see that the policies overlook the interest of Hong Kongers to match Mainland's policies.”

MRER BALE] TREFFEEEEA... BEAEHESBEAEL RESEENEE > BEUEZBTES
ARIFE » BEe AT EIARERYEE - |

(Male 8/ 21/ Student £4)

"People always say Hong Kong is dependent on China but why depend, not cooperation, why is it not (framed as) a win-win,
mutually beneficial relationship?”

BRMEREEEATAE  BRAZHKER ? REATIUR—ES/ERER ? A—EBEEEFINEEEMHIE ? )
(FemaleZz/ 42/ HomemakerR EE 1)
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(v) Summary of Survey Data

Hope for a government taking up more responsibility for the society

Over or close to two-thirds of all respondents think the
government should assist development of selected industries
proactively (68.3%), tax the rich to subsidize those in need
(69.9%), and spend more public expenditure to take care of the
basic needs of everyone (63.3%).

Youngest respondents think it is more important to take care of
each citizen’s basic needs (7.54), while the oldest respondents
think supporting selected industries (7.26) is more important.

There is no obvious difference between education attainment
and average scores produced on the three aforementioned
itemns. Yet, junior secondary produced the highest score of 7.09
to proactively assisting the development of selected industries.

Respondents of different political inclinations display different
priorities. Pro-establishment supporters tend to support market
intervention more while non-establishment respondents want
the government to take care of everyone’s basic needs.

Common decreasing trends are seen by income, the higher
income the less the respondents think the government should
support selected industries, tax the rich, and taking care of basic
needs.

All groups agree Hong Kong should participate more in foreign

economic activities while that in Mainland's economic activities is

diverse

The average score on "Hong Kong to participate more in foreign
economic activities” is 727 while that in Mainland is 4.82. The
pattern of preferring participation in foreign economic activities
rather than that in Mainland is seen in all age, income groups
and respondents of different education attainments.

For each age group and education level, respondents agree that
Hong Kong should participate more in foreign economic
activities than in Mainland. Difference in score between the two
iterns drops with age and increase with education level.

Unsurprisingly, pro-establishment supporters produced the
highest average score of 845 to "participate more in the
Mainland market” and non-establishment the lowest of 2.88.
While scores given to Mainland market is more fluctuated, those
given to "foreign” options are consistent, at over 7 regardless of
one's political inclinations.
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Hong Kongers are uncertain about their future financial situation

Overall, those who think their financial situation will "better” and
those "worse” in the next decade both acquire almost or just
over one-third in proportion.

18 to 29),
pro-establishment

Only the youngest (aged most educated

(postgraduates), supporters and
higher-income group show confidence that they will see

improvements in their financial situation in the coming decade.

Social policies in Hong Kong are seen as unfair by respondents

Over half of all respondents (57.9%) think that social policies in
Hong Kong are unfair.

Regardless of one's age, political inclination, education
attainment and income level, scores given to fairness of social
policies are below 5, with the exception of pro-establishment
group who gives an average score of 5.63.

Perceived unfairness decreases with age. In term of income, the
middle-income group gives the lowest score.

The relationship of the finandial situation and perceived fairness of

social policies is unclear

For most respondents, stronger optimism in their financial
prospects is associated with greater perceived fairness of social
policies, but there are also some exceptions.

By age, the youngest respondents, aged 18 to 29, are the most
positive towards their financial prospects. However, the group
also gives the lowest score on the fairness of social policies.

Non-establishment supporters have a similar score to moderates
on their future financial situation (4.64 and 4.62 respectively), but
they see social policies much more unfairly than moderates (1.80
and 3.67 respectively).
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Hong Kong is the most international city of China, an undisputed
fact agreed by an overwhelming majority of the survey
respondents. Years of being a colony meant that Chinese and
international identities coexist in Hong Kong, complicating the
identity politics of the city. Despite the emergence of localist
discourse that is sometimes articulated with sinophobic
undertones, the majority of respondents believe Hong Kongers
should preserve the Chinese historical background and their
Chinese identity (72.2%), though the support rate for this is
clearly lower than that for multiculturalism and an
internationalized identity (94.8%).

While the recognition of the Chinese identity from the
pro-establishment supporters is strong as expected, localists
also rate this above the median score (5.54). Both identities are
not mutually exclusive but are seen as inherently distinct and
one cannot be forced to embrace any. In fact, some participants
were fully aware of the high satisfaction that mainland Chinese
have toward their government. They respected the achievement
of the mainland government, but they also pointed out that
policymakers should not have false expectations about the
system which works on mainland China can also be applied to
Hong Kong.

Some older participants spoke knowingly about central
government's reaction to any suggestions that would override
the “one country” principle and the legitimacy of the
Communist party. They tended to emphasize the importance of
balance between "one country” and "two systems”. On the other
hand, as younger participants tended to see 1C2S as protection
of the delicate culture of Hong Kong against party influence,
they tended to accentuate the differences of “two systems”.

Some participates indicated that they do not have an inherent
fear for communism as their judgement of China and how 1C25
has been implemented is solely based on performance. To an
extent, this implies the responsibility rests with how the HKSAR
government handles its relationship with the central
government and how it maintains or negotiates its boundary.
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"The two identities (Chinese’ and 'Hong Konger') are two very different identities, we have different culture, even language and

currency etc.so we cannot force anyone to embrace a particular one only.”

F(TREAD & TEEAL ) mESHREATERN  mEMSEFTRNE » BEEES - B . ToJEBFEEA
EREBEG -

(Female %/ 20/ Student 24)

"We lack a sense of belonging and people talk about emigrating so easily. And the sinophobic attitude is so common, people

are fearful of the measures implemented by China... government should avoid introducing policies that would be opposed by

the public such as the nationalist education and the mandarin-speaking Chinese lessons... the opposition would naturally

quiet down.”

B EAANRER BEREEMKER » BEARNGERRHLLE » BROMENERE.  BNEERMNEHS
b PIETEBHTEELUERHNEXEEHE TEHT . . FHLEEEEREESE -

(Male 58/ 21/ Student #4)

"The 50 years period is to prepare (Hong Kongers) to accept China but some people just don't like China so they would not
accept (1C2S) whatsoever.”

e (FPRERF) S0EREBR (HFEHE) BEESHE - BEAEFBEAFELHE  FIUFEESENS (I—
BBl ) el

(Female %/ 53/ Salesperson $§&£8)

"The main point is whether we can find a way to change one's sense of ethnicity, what we have been missing...the truth is that
for many, it would be hard to integrate oneself into a Chinese society.”

REERAARWEAIUNBE—EEEANECHRERS - FAURIHEERERS .. RABE-RHEARA
—EPEHE  HERZAESZAT  EREE -

(Male 8/ 51/ Trading Manager & 5451

(i) The future of Hong Kong lies in its involvement in national and (i) HEANRKEERERREEZENSH

international developme

Survey results show that despite the difference in proportion, a EERATED  ABoZHETRAEEMERE
majority believe Hong Kongers should take a more active role in EAESIH2EERERE (55.7%) MURE
both China’s national development (55.7%) and international HEEEE (86.5%) - FEFHA—EEA
and regional development (86.5%). One of the key advantages EBRRESHRMBIESE  AEXESEH
Hong Kong enjoys is its freedom in cooperating with other BRERE -BE > BEEMNALEXEENE
foreign countries while participating in other national RRAEEERTL  BESHEHEEA
development alongside. In the past, this interaction facilitated BER T—Emb) —REE -

Hong Kong to be the international financial centre that it is.
Many participants expected this role to continue should 1C2S

continue.

Many participants felt that Hong Kong’s positioning is decided ABAZHEMRDSR * BARRE MG
by the central government. Hong Kong cannot secure its AP RBFRE - BINPRFEEES
position as an international financial centre if the central WEEEL  BRBREEHEANE RS
government does not value Hong Kong's judicial independence, Bk HEEERSRPONMATELET
lack of which will have tremendous adverse impact on the R o 20474FERE - HEERREEEEER
confidence of international investors. In the approach towards BRESTERERNER » BEEBEANT
2047, Hong Kong should quickly identify its national and BE Bz 0 AEEEREANMEE ©

international values and how to negotiate its standing between
the Chinese and international markets so to maximize the
benefits to Hong Kong.



Furthermore, how much the world recognizes Hong Kong as a
special region is hugely shaped by how many privileges China is
willing to offer to Hong Kong. There is a general consensus
among the participants that such special status would never be
maintained by becoming independent. Becoming a
municipality of China is also infeasible as this will complicate
intercity rivalry over all privileges Hong Kong has. The most
practical approach would be a thorough revision of 1C25 and
identification of what might be needed to better engage the

international community and rebuild their trust.

To maintain stability, many cross-border affairs should be
handled with sensitivity in the 50-year unchanging period.
Some arrangements represent a symbolic barrier between
Hong Kong and the Mainland, for instance, separate custom,
capital flow, separate currency, traffic flow and border control,
etc. These should be maintained. However, after the end of the
50 year period, some alterations might be considered to
facilitate economic needs or livelihood convenience given the
high degree of integration. That said, some participants also
came to the conclusion that the 50-year period is also symbolic
and should instead be viewed as a transition period for
incremental changes to take place and to prepare Hong Kongers
to slowly accommodate these changes.

Many participants expected Hong Kong to have some authority
in the process of regional planning as a regional stakeholder, and
in the process exercise and safeguard the high degree of
autonomy. Recent developments, however, made the
participants felt the opposite, instead of being an active part in
regional development, there is an overwhelming sense of

"being planned”.
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"We need to balance the amount of foreign and Chinese investment made in Hong Kong, if we completely rely on the Chinese
capital then Hong Kong lose its advantage to China.”

IEMERT BRI EBRETE  MRPEESELAZNEE  EETRTRETEH—EIEEEDNMT -
(Male 58/ 21/ Student #4)
"Hong Kong youth is losing out on competitiveness because we lack knowledge of how the Mainland market is like. . .(but) how

do we make Hong Kong youth interested in knowing more about lives in the Mainland... are we going to invest more on fintech
to connect to the international world too, to increase the competitiveness of youth.”

EEFE—R{FA2REAENTHRAM » BIETRAM  EHAMNRENAERAE... NARUSEEFEAE
so IR IR ? N TS LSRR sILIERNER  SESEEANUEEHRET] ©

(Male 88/ 26/ Marketing Manager TS ELEHE)

"Eventually, we will have to rely on the central government to take care of (the economy of) Hong Kong.”
RERNERERTABEFRERMEE BVEE) -

(Female 3z/ 48/ Accountant & &t£T)

"Our travels to Mainland in the future will be like traveling between EU countries...it still means that we are free.”
HERMAE @ JERMANSHEIRZEREETUBEREA » FERERREERZ B, thZ2B 8 - |
(Male 8/ 41/ Engineer T#2ET)

(iii) The lack of trust remains the major challenge (if) KfEREDEEAE

QOur survey data show that close to 60% of the respondents think
that neither Hong Kong nor the central government has the
genuine intention to make 1C2S successful. Only the
pro-establishment supporters have greater trust in Hong Kong
and the central governments (8.52 and 8.68 respectively) over
their respective intentions to the success of 1C25. Together with
moderates (3.36 and 3.83 respectively), these two political
inclination groups believe the central government has stronger
intention than Hong Kong's. The lower-middle (3.16 and 3.06
respectively) and uppermiddle (312 and 2.83 respectively)
income groups rated lower than the lower and higher income
groups.

It is a consensus amongst focus group participants that they
wanted 1C2S to succeed. The distrust, even paranoia, in
authorities is evident in the zero-sum game mentality where
1C2S is analogized to a tug of war between "one country” and
“two systems”. The 2047 issue is neither perceived as an
opportunity, nor a threat, to the people of Hong Kong, as many
felt that they remain powerless to resolve this problem over
which they have no command. Some participants felt that the
"50 years unchanged” promise was made by the predecessors of
the current leadership and to which the future leaders are not
obliged to honour, though this is not to say that there might be
better offers or solutions given to Hong Kongers in the future.
The feeling towards strict observance of 1C25 was often mixed.
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This sense of powerlessness appears particularly prominent in FEZHENENRAOHEHBERE » EMAEK

middle-aged participants. Their trust issue with the authorities RNEERBRENREE - HEKSEBES
was different from that of younger cohort. Having experienced gt » FE2047M5 5 L H th4R R S5 548
the pre- and post-1997 days first-hand, their sense of despair Zo MHBANELEEBEX R8T
compared with no other group. Their distrust might thus be the R —B¥ o

most challenging one to tackle compared to other cohorts.

"We would still strive to express our opinions whenever it is reasonable and legal..but there is this sense of powerlessness
because they (the authorities) still don't accept our opinion even when we peacefully express ourselves.”

MEEBEEESET B ERERMNYLERENER... REF—EEIE - B#MA—ESENTHRERERSR
B8 () =2 E% -

(Male 58/ 33/ Financial Planner BA 555 2II&M)

"The society is very polarized now and everyone hates each other... even when something proposed we all knew would be
beneficial to 1C25 or the society, but because of the political stance, one would unconsciously reject the proposal, even if they
think that it is good.. .under this climate, it is hard to facilitate the implementation of 1C2S."

MREMTHRES R » ARBRRHEGNEE » BMEEP—SREH—EREENAE  ARBMEMNERSERAH
r—EmEl) tEHHEEAD  UEEARLGUENEEE TERARY . EHFoHNEERESR I—Em
w1 B9E e

(Female %/ 21/ Student £4)

"Those in power... the whole government is worsening the societal conflict and polarization. They make us distrust the
government and lose confidence in them, they lose our support and make 1C25 difficult to continue. . .Both the Hong Kong and
Mainland powerful have a role in this.”

rg#f . BRI AENFSFEALRSEAZHANTE  SHESE > MEBANTEERGEER » HEME2
BieD e tmm F—Emsly 8HEEAIEE T L. SEREAMNEEEmEN S ERERRE - |
(Female %/ 28/ Baker Jt1% )

"The specifics of the national security law was unknown to even the top government officials before its gazetting...how could

you ask Hong Kongers to put their trust in the HKSAR?... does it mean that the central government also don't trust the HKSAR?"

R (BeERZE) BEffEEBEAEBHEEESR (H%E) G 7. MESEANEREEEENE? .. . BE5 R MR
EBBUFIRPRERt AMEERR & ?

(Male 8/ 23/ Assistant Arborist BhIR{EEET)

"China has broken many promises and the youngsters demand these (promises to be kept) but couldn't. But the narrative (put
forth by) the Chinese government omitted the former part and only emphasized on the happening of the protests”

THEEETRZAR  MESZEFIAZRETELERSE  BFRAE -8 (BEAmLP) simfa8aRk r REE
EENTE © |

(Male 8/59/ Courier IHiES)
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Survey data indicate that more respondents believe that greater
understanding between Hong Kongers and mainlanders will
bring positive impact to 1C25. More of them believe that
mainlanders can bring more positive impact if they understand
Hong Kong. The younger respondents (aged 18-39), graduates,
non-degree graduates, non-establishment supporters and the
middle and higher-income groups are the cohorts who think
that better understanding of Hong Kongers about the Mainland
will have little impact to 1C2S. But all groups agree that better
understanding of mainlanders will bring positive impact to
1C2S.

Strengthening mutual understanding was frequently put
forward as the key to 1C25 success. The responsibility, however,
tended to be placed on the central government. The conclusion
might be biased as respondents might not easily admit or be
aware of one's own responsibility. Despite the accessibility of an
ocean of information about China, there is a lack of interest in
understanding them. The inability of the Hong Kong public to
accept the need for central government to defend their
boundaries of national security only exacerbate the
misunderstandings between the people and the authorities and
perpetuate the vicious cycle of counteractions arising from
distrust.

Some participants traced this to a lack of trust between Hong
Kongers, the Hong Kong and central governments and their
misunderstanding as stemming from prejudices. One example
given is the authorities’ inability to appreciate the nuances of
localism and immediate equation with Hong Kong
independence. Participants rarely displayed affiliation to
extreme localism. Most reckoned the damage this could be
done to 1C2S. To them, localism meant preserving the traditional
way of life, local culture and domestic economy. However, they
would appreciate if the central government will respect Hong
Kong's local culture more. This demands acceptance to the fact
that although a huge part of local culture might be considered
as “colonial legacy” or "baggage” it is now embedded in Hong
Kongers' daily life and is an integral part of the domestic history
and identity. Mutual understanding and acceptance is to accept
that neither of the two systems should impose itself on the
other, as each has a specific historical, socio-economic identity.
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"Localism has a broad meaning...but one that most would agree that it refers to certain value, culture and ideas... (if the
policies and measures can respect this) then our sense of security will be greater... and we are more likely to develop a sense
of belonging.”

IAREATHERRE.. ERESEBTANEREARNB/REEALENEE XL~ EHEE... (WREREEE
B ARGILRRLZE2RNEER °

(Female %/ 20/ Student £4)

"The continuation of 1C2S depends on the Mainland-Hong Kongers relationship, now this is really tense... attempts to mix the
legal systems in Hong Kong and Mainland produce something like cultural clash, hence the conflicts. We need to understand
each other and improve together and just find ways to co-exist if 1C2S is to continue. . .there should be more people explaining

to us the background to law in China is like as we only have vague understanding of the Chinese law.”

BRBATE I-Emfll NERAAREEEFINARTENRARRTAER. PEREENERFERSIR » Fr
NEEMmELERHE « BEFENEE  EEaRLCULERNRSEL » EREESNTE  Bm.. HEEBEER
BTREMANER  EAR—EEY » ERITENDE ( (—Embll ) AELEETA - ERABTEARETER

BRZAREER  ERESENEMNESGEEAN » BATEHRFIRFAEM 0 KFHAH - )

(Female %/ 21/ Salesperson $4& B)

"We (Hong Kong and China) both need to understand each other's systems ..people generally lack freedom but you see that
they successfully developed their economy, so it (the system) works in China but they want to copy this (the success formula)
to Hong Kong. They need to understand that..what works on one does not mean it would work on others...Hong Kongers
have the international perspective and tend to be repelled from understanding the development in Mainland. | have worked

in Mainland before and felt these cultural differences first-hand.”

AR (FEREH) HENWEBRTHEARNGE... T#REY > (BAR) 2E8H... 5E (FIE) EFERI
AIERENAtEZERETEER (BERINFIE) » #REE - EEEQENAIIARESEN .. Hf
—(EAxEAEREEARRERE  BFILERGEEEAMNERE - RECBETEAR TE » hEZIELEXLE

£o

(Male 8/ 26/ Marketing Manager mii5 i ELFIER)

"(I sympathize with both yellow and blue camps), | despised at the yellow ribbon who take extreme actions but at the same
time, | support the students, if not for their selflessness we would not be awaken.”

N (EFRNEFTERRE) SREEREN  RRRE  ERNWESFRL:  EFEALAMMANERNL » RATEERE
o ZIRIRBFTTE < J

(Female %/ 62/ Care Worker (&)

Hong Kong's Positioning
HBEM

\"--_

73]



R

Chinese and international identities

Distrust in central and local gov

espondents

Big2047 : EETROE |

Hong Kong Public

Summary of Survey Data

generally agree Hong Kongers should preserve both

Preservation of Chinese and international identities receive
72.2% and 94.8% overall support respectively.

For all age groups, educational levels and income groups,
respondents think the international identity be preserved more
than the Chinese identity. Youngest cohort displayed the
starkest preferential difference on the topic, as they gave an
average score of 5.65 in preserving Chinese identity, the lowest
across all age group while giving 9.36 to international identity,
which is also the highest. The differences decrease with age and
increase with education level.

Unsurprisingly, pro-establishment supporters give the highest
score of 9.20 to preserving Chinese identity, also the highest
score recorded for the item. The localists also think the Chinese
identity should be preserved (5.54).

1dents generally

oth China's

agree Hong Kc
development and international development

ing should play a more active role

For all age, education and income groups, respondents agree
that Hong Kong should take a more active role in both
international development and China's development except for
the youngest age group and non-establishment supporters.

Almost 90% of respondents agree that Hong Kong should play a
more active role in international organization while only 55.7% of
the respondents think the same should applied to China’s
national development. This preferential difference is common to
almost all subgroups. The differences decrease with age and
increase with education level.

ernment’s intention for the success of

More than half of the respondents suggest that both the central
(57.8%) and HKSAR government (59.2%) have no genuine
intention for the success of 1C25. Predictably, pro-establishment
supporters produce the highest average score of 8.68 and 8.52
respectively. On the other hand, localists produce the lowest of
only 0.82 and 1.09 respectively.
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Regardless of age, political inclination, education attainment
and income level, the average score on both items generally
stand below 5, with the exception of pro-establishment group
and those aged 70 or above. Interestingly, both of these groups
tend to believe more in the central government than the HKSAR
government.

+ The genuine intention for the success of 1C2S and the education

level have a negative relationship except for the postgraduates.
In term of income, the distribution presents a V-shape with the
middle-income groups being the lowest.

572% of the respondents agree that there will be positive
development in 1C2S if Mainlanders gain a deeper
understanding of Hong Kong while only 44.0% think the reverse
is true. This pattern applies to all groups except
pro-establishment supporters who produce very similar average
scores of 8.44 and 8.21 respectively.

For each age group, educational levels and income classes,
respondents think Mainlanders should gain a deeper
understanding of Hong Kong's situation. Most groups also think
Hong Kongers should gain a deeper understanding of China's
situation except for the youngest age group and tertiary
educated respondents (degree and non-degree tertiary). The
difference in score between the two items decreases with age
and income.

Pro-establishment respondents tend to believe that there will be
more positive impact to 1C2S if Hong Kongers gain a deeper
understanding of the Mainland than the reverse.
Non-establishment supporters do not believe that the deeper
understanding of the Mainland from Hong Kongers will bring
positive impact to 1C2S.

63.9% of the respondents are pessimistic toward the future of
Hong Kong.

+ The younger the respondents are, the more pessimistic they are

about Hong Kong's future. Generally, higher educated
respondents are more pessimistic about Hong Kong's future.
The pro-establishment supporters are the only group that is
optimistic about Hong Kong's future (6.70). Lower income group
is less pessimistic compared to the middle and higherincome
groups.
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Policy Implications and Recommendations

As in our study in relation to the 1C2S Index, people tend to
equate governance issues generally with issues relating to 1C25S.
In evaluating information and data herein it is important not to
forget that a considerable amount of views herein can be
associated solely or largely with the performance of the SAR
government and therefore not necessarily crucial to the
consideration of continuation or otherwise of the 1C2S.
Nevertheless, they all form part of the overall picture that is of
the real situation on the ground in Hong Kong and have a
bearing on how people view the implementation of the 1C25.

The second important consideration is that not an insignificant
measure of distrust gives the impression that they are based on
misinformation. Although this may not be obvious from the
survey, it can be gleaned from the views expressed in the focus
group discussions that the more sided the views the more likely
the examples they gave are factually incorrect. Misinformation
around our social problems has been circulating in Hong Kong
for as long as the system was in place with political leaders
constantly reciting it in support of their political agenda. And
yet, the government has never been able to rectify such
misinformation. This glaring deficiency applies to a whole host
of issues impacting on the 1C25S issues throughout the history of
post-handover era. Indeed, one may consider this is the other
most important element other than the performance of the SAR
government in influencing people’s perception as to the success
or otherwise of the 1C2S.

The third important consideration is there is rarely a central
government angle in the focus group discussions or the survey.
Everything is viewed from a Hong Konger perspective. This is
inevitable in this stage of the study but also part of the objective
of the study, which sets out to gauge the public view and
expectation of a future that they are a key part of. We will only
point this out to remind the reader that this study is not
complete without considering the issue from the central
government’s perspective which will be most difficult to gain
insight on. We intend to directly confront this issue in the next
phase of our study on the possible continuation of 1C2S beyond
2047.
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Anticipation of change by 2047 and aspiration for deeper
involvement in a hoped-for negotiation

The "remain unchanged for 50 years” promise has been taken by
many participants to heart and presents one of the few criteria
one could judge the implementation of 1C2S by. They realized
that a window for negotiation will be open approaching the end
of the 50-year timeframe. Thus, the anticipation of changes in
2047 was shared by all participants. It is of most people’s
understanding that the continuation of 1C2S is not definitive.
Speculations were made on what these changes might be.
Some participants were more pessimistic, some optimistic while
others were apathetic. Nonetheless, participants generally

support the continuation of 1C25.

Those who were optimistic anticipated there would be
negotiations in some shape or form and perceive this as an
opportunity to better position Hong Kong within China. Some
reported feeling powerless and anxious of the approach of 2047
as it would mean gradually tightening freedoms they once
enjoyed. Even given there might be new negotiations, they
would likely be between authorities and the outcome of such
negotiations would most likely be tailored for the interests of
investors rather than the general public. All in all, the majority of
the public welcome the idea of getting Hong Kongers or
broadly recognized representatives involved in the 2047
negotiation process.

resilience:  consolidating
and confidence to
of Hong Kong in potential negotiation
Survey results suggest that over half of the respondents do not

Futureproofing and economic
competitiv

bargaining pow

international

Increase

er
think that the SAR or the central government has any genuine
intent in making 1C2S successful. There is a list of criteria that
needs to be fulfilled for the respondents to consider 1C25 as
successful and they tended to think that continuation is only
worthwhile when all or most of such criteria were met.
Considering the politico-socio happenings lately, it is thus
unsurprising that almost two-third of the respondents are
pessimistic toward the future of Hong Kong. Clear patterns arose
from the survey shows that younger, more educated and higher
income respondents tend to be more pessimistic while only
pro-establishment supporters display optimism toward the
future of Hong Kong.
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Even though many focus group participants agreed that the
future of Hong Kong will be dependent on the central
government’s decision, they identified factors that would
impact this decision, namely, economic competitiveness of and
international confidence in Hong Kong. Pessimistic they may be,
most still proposed that Hong Kong should work to further
develop and consolidate these two aspects so as to equip the
city with more bargaining power and to convince China of its
uniqueness and irreplaceability as an international financial
centre. Many participants were confident in the resilience of
capitalism practiced in contemporary Hong Kong. Success in this
area will place Hong Kong in a prime bargaining position to
negotiate the continuation of 1C25.

(iv) Polarization erodes 1C25S at its core and signals inadequacies in

safeguarding freedom and rights

All focus group participants recognized the plurality of the
society and many recognized the damage polarization brought
to the implementation of 1C25 as well as the future of Hong
Kong. The participants were worried that political polarization
put the Hong Kong-Mainland relationship under stress and
would invite backfire that harms the prospects of 1C2S. Political
polarization was sometimes cited as the cause for deterioration
of 1C2S just as politicization of court harmed judicial
independence. Some other referred the phenomenon of
polarization as effect of neglected social problems such as
income disparity.

Nonetheless, most participants condemned actions threatening
privacy, personal safety and encouraging discriminations,
especially among fellow Hong Kongers. Such conducts which
appeared to be relatively prevalent signal inadequacies in
maintaining internal autonomy of HKSAR and the government’s
lack of means to effectively contain these conflicts, whether by
mending societal fissure or putting more effort in safeguarding
these rights. Another worrying issue is the general perception
that some professional groups were found violating their
professional standards by deliberately leaking sensitive personal
information to facilitate the aforementioned conducts.
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There was a deep desire among both the focus group
participants and survey respondents for some kind of reforms to
take place, be that political, social or economic.

While not all focus group participants longed for
democratization, two-third from public survey want a much
faster pace of democratization. Now that the Hong Kong
National Security Law has been introduced and radicalism in
Hong Kong has calmed down somewhat, they strongly urge the
HKSAR government to pick up the challenge of re-opening
dialogue with the central government on political reform and
offer short to mid-term timetables. A roadmap detailing the
timeline can at least show the public that the authorities are
determined to realize this promise in the remaining time of the
50-year timeframe.

Regarding growing social disparity, a majority of the focus group
participants hoped that the government would shoulder greater
responsibility to improve fairness in social policies. A majority of
respondents in the public survey support the deepening of
government expenditure, tax responsibility and government's
role in the market.

Governance capacity was deemed by focus group participants
to be a critical criterion of how successful the high degree of
autonomy can be achieved. The delivery of everyday
government function will affect their evaluation of the
overarching governance structure. Some participants indicated
that their judgement of how 1C2S has been implemented is
solely based on its performance without political prejudice. Fair
and competitive elections and good quality public services are
important indicators to them. Their low rating for government
policies in satisfying the needs and interests of all parties in the
society might reflect the lack of transparency and consultation
in policymaking.

When it comes to maintaining Hong Kong's unigueness, a
strong sense of boundary is displayed by our participants to
spell out the systemic difference between Hong Kong and the
Mainland. At the core of this uniqueness are the freedom and
rights guaranteed by 1C2S and the defence of national interest.
For participants who spoke knowingly about the central
government, they tended to strike the balance between "one
country” and “two systems”. On the other hand, participants
who saw 1C2S as protection of the delicate Hong Kong culture
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against party influence tended to accentuate the differences of
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From our survey, respondents believe greater understanding
between Hong Kongers and mainlanders brings positive impact
to 1C2S, and most of them believe that mainlanders can bring
more positive impact to 1C25 if they understand Hong Kong.
This conclusion might be biased as respondents might not easily
admit or be aware of one’s own responsibility. Nevertheless, it is
an indisputable fact that more mutual understanding is crucial
to the success of 1C25.

Other examples of high degree of autonomy not being upheld,
as provided by the participants, include a feeling of stronger
presence of Chinese capital in the commercial scene which
creates the impression of an altered level-playing field as well as
compromising Hong Kongers' need for fitting into larger
national development plan. A desire to return to the "old ways of
doing things” was mentioned from time to time, as a way to
redirect 1C25 to "how it used to be".

This foregrounds the mismatch of expectations on 1C2S
between Hong Kongers and the authorities where, on the one
hand, “the old way" does not necessarily refer to the colonial
system, but one that Hong Kongers have developed, evolved
and embodied over the years and which is emblematic of the
Hong Konger's identity. On the other hand, some participants
who insisted on the “original way of life" appeared to have
overlooked the fact that "way of life” would inevitably evolved
with time and that some changes were organic rather than
necessarily imposed by outside force. The responsibility of
upholding the “original way of life’, a key condition promised of
1C2S thus lie with both the authorities as much as the people to
adjust and manage their expectations of what this “original way
of life" entails.

Participants embraced the co-existence of Chinese and
international identities. The importance of upholding Hong
Kong's international position is almost unanimous. As for the
relationship with China, our survey gauges the support for 4
areas, namely the preservation of the Chinese identity, deeper
understanding of China, more participation of economic
activities in the Mainland and greater role in national
development. The preservation of the Chinese identity ranks
first by a margin in the survey. Even the localists, who are known
to be critical to China, rate this above the median score.
Therefore, it is safe to say that China's cultural soft power is
persuasive to many. lts effective promotion could be helpful to
remove the impediment of strengthening Hong Kongers' dual
identity.
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At the intersection of the domestic and international arena, it is
evident to many focus group participants that Hong Kong could
never be independent from the US-China relationship. Given the
escalating tension, Hong Kong will continue to feature in various
political narrative and the international power struggle. The
impact on Hong Kong will not be limited to economic but the
reputation of Hong Kong as a special administrative region and
1C2S itself will also come under attack. The challenge therefore
lies in balancing Hong Kong's role to lobby both sides and to
maximize its position as some sort of "middle-man”. The future
development of Hong Kong lies in its ability to remain an
international city of China, which is in part related to one's
national and international identity. This must accompany
acceptance and openness to differences, as political stability and

certain solidarity is crucial to achieving such goal.

(viii) Community education and treatment of misinformation

This study shows considerable obstacle to the continuation of
1C2S lies in misinformation and misunderstanding. Such
obstacle may not be completely removable but attempt must
be made to eradicate such obstacle. Sadly, no government since
1997 has been able to focus on this very important issue. Large
scale community education is not easy to achieve without
bringing on at the same time perceived "brain-washing”. The
same problem arises with proper management of
misinformation which no doubt will bring on accusations of
erosion of freedom of the press as well as that of expression. A
way has to be found to confront this issue head on without
harming the associated rights and freedoms.
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Concluding Remarks

Our study deploys sentiment analytics, public survey and focus
group discussion hoping to gain a higher resolution of the mass
sentiment at this particular period when the implementation of
1C2S is saturated with doubts. This research originates with ominous
questions about 2047 that hung over the anti-extradition
movement. Rapid evolution of public events, such as the
coronavirus pandemic, introduction of the Hong Kong National
Security Law, debate around the separation of powers and an
executive-led system and the postponement of LegCo election, has
impacted citizens' evaluation of 1C2S during the study period and
been reflected in the report accordingly.

It must be noted that observations made from the general public
might be limited to their personal experiences but they nonetheless
are important. As the anti-extradition movement showed, while
public sentiments might be populist in nature and might develop to
erode social cohesion if kept unattended, they could also be useful
indicators of the government's governance capacity. Public
discontent, anger and anxiety are sometimes just as important to
the future of a governing body as governance capacity is. We have
learnt from the 2019 social unrest that desperation could halt a city
and place it in a vulnerable position. Public sentiments cannot be
framed by moral framework and need to be gauged and responded
to.

This study shows that there is a strong expectation from the public
of some form of structural change and societal reform to effectively
address the looming problem of income disparity and housing
shortages. At a time of political turmoil and economic hardship, the
opinion reflected in this study is inevitably negative, but when
global situation improves and with determination to reform, public
opinion can change quickly. There might also be new development
that alters people’s understanding of the circumstances. We should
never lose faith in 1C2S, keep our hopes high and be prepared to
tackle these challenges with courage, persistence and informed
decision making.
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To achieve a balance view toward the future of Hong Kong, further
studies of Hong Kong's future may invite experts, professional
groups and other stakeholders to share their viewpoints. A periodic
survey will also be useful to compare sentiment over time, especially
when negotiation of 2047 draws near and the public have expressed
a deep intent to participate in some kind of negotiation. More
importantly, as 2047 issue becomes increasingly embedded in
mundane lives of citizens, the government should seek to engage
with the public as early as possible to set the agenda and prepare for
a potential 2047 talk. This could take the form of consultation or
deliberation, in formal or informal settings, held by governmental
units or independent entities or both. The way forward is there. We

only need to find it in time.
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Appendices

(i) News article and word count RIS R F8FKE

Newspaper Number of articles Number of words
®E XEHE FH
ADaily A %R 1 1998 - 2000 148,109
am730 386 2001 170,151
Apple Daily &R AR 1,964 2002 185,581
Headline Daily T AR 177 2003 187,433
Hong Kong;o%nggcial Daily 588 2004 300,688
Hong Kong Daily News ¥R 487 2005 219,387
Hong Kong Economic Journal {5%k 1,868 2006 194,499
Hong Kong Economic Times &7 H %R 548 2007 323,185
Hong Kong Globe ATFER 3 2008 160,049
Lion Rock Daily &FHF 22 2009 176,664
Metro Daily #m B ¥R 175 2010 193,539
Ming Pao Daily News BA#R 1,834 2011 157,469
Oriental Daily News 375 A% 1,242 2012 343,584
Sharp Daily 38 44 2013 305,280
Sing Pao Ai%R 588 2014 401,852
Sing Tao Daily EEH%# 1,189 2015 385,589
Sky Post F&%R 82 2016 715,046
Ta Kung Pao AAHR 1,512 2017 374,565
The Sun KB 863 2018 284,864
Tin Tin Daily News 7K B 41 2019 353,293
Wen Wei Po SCEEHR 1,402 2020 (Jan -Sep) 133,653
Total 88k 15,016 Total&2%k 5,714,480




(i) List of top search words AR EFEE

Ranking #F&
Rank Keyword Count Cat. Rank Keyword Count Cat.
& RRET SR =)l 2= MET SRBL 5l
1 HE 100,104 HK 35 =8 7,381 -
2 FE] 24,019 CHN 36 E=a 7,180 POL
3 ] 22,254 COM 37 B 7,084 INTL
4 —{E 17,953 - 38 =] 7,070 POL
5 B 16,771 1C28 39 B=E 7,067 POL
6 —Em 16,113 1C28 40 = 7,011 COM
7 BE 15,478 - 41 ng 6,992 -
8 BIFF 15,474 coMm 42 Bl 6,836 COM
9 BGA 15,213 POL 43 By 6,791 HK
10 BE 15,028 coMm 44 =B 6,757 COM
11 He 15,007 SE 45 £ 6,726 -
12 AT 14,361 - 46 HE 6,695 COM
13 Ex 13,503 CHN a1 g 6,557 -
14 Eal) 13,133 CHN 48 £E 6,534 INTL
15 i 12,524 - 49 B 6,511 COM
16 E2 i 11,930 - 50 e 6,427 LAW
17 S 11,592 SE 51 = 6,308 CHN
18 BA 11,411 HK 52 FE 6,279 COM
19 S 11,354 - 53 TEE 6,277 -
20 Pl 11,158 CHN 54 BiF 5,915 -
21 Bl 11,158 1C25 55 Ee 5,673 INTL
22 Sl 10,440 - 56 B 5,486 COM
23 ES -] 8,941 1C28 57 B 5,442 -
24 Bx 8,804 POL 58 EE 5,434 COM
25 T2 8,720 - 59 =[] 5,427 -
26 HIEE 8,702 coMm 60 24 5,375 COoM
27 E 8,683 - 61 AR 5375 COM
28 BEA 8,518 HK 62 ItE 5325 COM
29 BIES 8,395 - 63 HE 5,304 -
30 ILEE 7,940 HK 64 e 5,268 1C25
31 B 7,733 - 65 B 5,201 -
32 e 7,622 128 66 25 5,167 -
33 lEss 7,591 1C25 67 =B 5,158 COM
34 T 7,503 coMm 68 (= 5,150 -
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Ranking HE4
Rank Keyword Count Cat. Rank Keyword Count Cat.
& MET SRBL 5l & MET SRBL 55l
69 ENE 5,110 - 104 AR 4,126 -
70 RE 4,960 - 105 THEE 4,114 HK
71 pula) 4942 - 106 =h) 4,094 1C258
72 BH 4,932 LAW 107 % 4,074 COM
73 i 4917 COM 108 aA 4,067 -
74 =2 4,891 COM 109 ) 4,049 -
75 BE 4,863 COM 110 Ezox o 4,034 COM
6 b=l 4,827 COM 111 V= 3,983 COM
77 B 4,762 POL 112 Eie-] 3,981 COM
78 RBUT 4,761 HK 113 fEf 3,963 -
79 =R 4,719 COoM 114 RER 3,933 HK
80 5 4,710 - 115 Dy 3,903 -
81 ®#E 4,707 - 116 ILE 3,901 LAW
82 £ 4,693 COM 117 p¢(4 3,892 SE
83 £ 4,683 SE 118 B 3,866 POL
=y} 4676 INTL 119 £8E 3,856 COM
85 B 4,601 - 120 Z& 3,813 -
86 —i& 4,578 - 121 f=hal 3,808 SE
87 BE 4,575 COM 122 =4 3,806 -
88 3E 4,498 CHN 123 ARE 3,770 CHN
89 Fi 4,463 - 124 B 3,748 POL
90 HE 4,444 - 125 Hith 3,702 -
91 L 4,425 CHN 126 = 3,698 COM
92 T 4,421 - 127 S 3,697 CoM
93 5pa) 4,381 COM 128 &7 3,675 COM
94 Rtk 4,362 COM 129 B 3,662 CcoM
95 =HE 4,344 - 130 25 3,637 COM
96 Bl 4,314 - 131 e} 3,632 INTL
97 =3 4311 COM 132 4581 3,626 COM
98 FER% 4,257 - 133 B/E 3,620 COM
99 & 4,241 COM 134 "Ry 3,618 -
100 AT 4,192 - 135 g 3,615 SE
101 BE 4,171 COM 136 SR 3,613 CcoM
102 T 4,147 SE 137 e 3,585 COM
103 £3]lig 4,141 - 138 BEFR 3,583 -




Ranking #E4

Rank Keyword Count Cat. Rank Keyword Count Cat.
B4 [raea =t =53] B4 e JE% =1z
139 fi% 2] 3,581 COM 174 BETE 3,160 125
140 B 3,570 - 175 uba) 3,149 COoM
141 —= 3,565 - 176 s 3,145 -

142 Bz 3,554 - 177 =E 3,141 COoM
143 =T 3,534 HK 178 AE 3,138 CHN
144 L= 3519 HK 179 FRRER 3,135 CHN
145 e 3,513 COM 180 Frot 3,133 COM
146 A 3,508 POL 181 =5k 3,102 COM
147 BRR 3,497 COM 182 Her 3,099 COoM
148 E=iy 3,494 - 183 2| 3,003 COoM
149 —& 3,487 - 184 HE 3,072 COM
150 Fire8 3,487 - 185 TR 3,064 -

151 il 3,484 COM 186 foAz) 3,048 COM
152 Eill 3,421 COM 187 7 3,009 COM
153 A= 3418 COM 188 —& 2,951 1C25
154 BifRis 3,413 HK 189 ikl 2,950 -

155 R% 3,389 - 190 R 2,939 COM
156 #=# 3,369 HK 191 3L 2,939 COM
157 Fm 3,332 COoM 192 BE 2,931 COM
158 &R 3322 LAW 193 BE& 2,906 -

159 BT 3,315 COoM 194 HEET 2,900 COM
160 = 3,306 COM 195 BiE 2,878 LAW
161 = 3,306 COM 196 Al 2,873 COM
162 1TEL 3,304 1025 197 EtH 2,861 COM
163 wE 3,302 1€25 198 ]| 2,859 POL
164 =g 3,291 COM 199 BE 2,852 COM
165 BRI 3,289 COM 200 BEH 2,843 COM
166 i 3,289 COM 201 [jil=! 2,833 -

167 s 3,281 - 202 (= 2,797 -

168 H 3,280 - 203 S 2,793 COM
169 e 3270 SE 204 BE 2,790 COM
170 =2 3,263 - 205 =R 2,767 COM
171 EE 3,248 - 206 RAE 2,765 COM
172 HE 3,240 SE 207 FIzE 2,761 COM
173 WA 3,229 COM 208 Bl 2,743 COM
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Ranking HE4

Rank Keyword Count Cat. Rank Keyword Count Cat.
B4 =2 B il B4 a2 B =53]
209 E2)iy 2,740 - 244 iz 2,410 -

210 =g =g 2,729 125 245 KB 2,403 COM
211 2 2,718 COM 246 S 2,403 COM
212 BRE 2,704 - 247 ERFTER 2,399 HK
213 EB 2,681 COM 248 RpE 2,397 COM
214 Hhiz 2,676 COM 249 £ 2,391 -

215 2| 2,671 COM 250 ZE 2,390 COM
216 Ba 2,653 - 251 i) 2,384 COM
217 {E 2,652 - 252 FATT 2,379 -

218 1R 2,651 COM 253 =4 2,378 COM
219 2 2,631 CoM 254 B 2,362 COM
220 4] 2,612 SE 255 —& 2,353 -

221 e 2,600 CoM 256 B/R 2,351 COM
222 E-= 2 2,600 - 257 e 2,340 COM
223 fln 2,591 - 258 “ZE 2,325 LAW
224 EZR 2,587 HK 259 A 2317 POL
225 £ 2,584 COM 260 =3 2,314 -

226 AF] 2,583 COM 261 EL: 2,310 LAW
227 EEE 2,567 COM 262 i 2,307 COM
228 Py 2,564 COM 263 HE 2,307 COoM
229 =E 2,562 COM 264 Ha 2,292 COM
230 —* 2,550 - 265 il 2,285 COM
231 -1 2,544 - 266 T 2,281 HK
232 B3z 2,538 CoM 267 Ex 2,278 COM
233 B 2,523 - 268 geflig 2,274 -

234 i 2,515 COM 269 BE] 2,273 COM
235 Eita— 2,514 SE 270 e 2,264 COM
236 =5 2,495 COM 271 e[S 2,252 -

237 s 2,475 HK 272 HE 2,251 COM
238 B 2,467 - 273 B 2,249 -

239 Fra 2,461 - 274 =h 2,248 COoM
240 #ES 2,452 - 275 =) 2,245 COM
241 R 2,450 HK 276 [=IfE 2,244 COM
242 AIE 2,450 - 277 TR 2,241 COM
243 BT 2,420 - 278 25 2,236 LAW




Ranking #E4

Keyword Count
mET SR
279 258 2,234 COM
280 R 2,232 -
281 PN 2,227 COM
282 Bl 2,224 COM
283 e 2,210 COM
284 FE 2,203 -
285 =i 2,202 -
286 18 2,201 COM
287 Bt 2,201 -
288 S 2,196 COM
289 RE 2,196 -
290 I574=} 2,193 CoM
291 s 2,188 1C25
292 BAHE 2,188 1C25
293 HIE 2,163 COM
294 —R 2,158 -
295 BX 2,151 )
296 A 2,144 -
297 Et: 2,142 COM
298 {liEd 2,133 -
299 3% 2,130 COM
300 iz 2,129 -
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Categories 9348

HK: Hong Kong 1C25S: One Country Two Systems LAW: Rule of law and freedom
POL: Governance and political systems SE: Socio-economic conditions INTL: International community
CHN: China COM: Common words

HK : &% 1C2S: —ElmHl LAW [ AR Bl

POL : B/AEEAREH] SE ! #MEAEERR INTL : EIpS4tEE

CHN : A [E COM : EBHA



e)

f)

Which of the following freedom and right do you think need the greatest degree of preservation if 1C25 is to be successfully
implemented? If 1 represents very unnecessary and 7 very necessary, how much would you rate the following items?
MBAEMNER [—EmE) MEFUTERMNENTARTEREAMRER ? RIIKKFEFTRE » THERFE
BE RO HR?

One can freely and openly express one's view and publish

AT B ARERE RREYAR

Lives and safety are fully protected

oA LZ2BITIRE

One enjoying the freedom of assembly and association

A BERSRET A EAEERTTER

One enjoying the freedom to practise any religion of one’s choice
AL B BHEERHIED

One enjoying the freedom from being discriminated

FIARIAR

One enjoying the freedom of movement

AL BHBERE AL

One enjoying academic freedom and the freedom to engage in creative expressions
AL B RET SRR X ERIE

One acquiring the right to be treated equally and justly before the law
AEEmaRITERST

One'’s right to privacy is protected

BAFRBRRITAIFE

Which of the following political systems do you think needs to be improved if 1C25 is to be successfully implemented? If 1
represents very unnecessary and 7 very necessary, how much would you rate the following items?

MBAERNER [—BEmE)  MEBUTEEAERENZR ? RUIAKFERTE » THERIEERE » RNGT
A&7

if the government abuses power, the judiciary has the means to protect the citizens
MRBFTSE - BARERENRENR

the legislative branch acquires the capacity to monitor the government

A R RS B R

the government acquires the capacity to provide quality public services

B it RIFBE AT RS

the government acquires the capacity to enforce laws and maintain the order of the society
BN EEARI T AR ERH G HE

citizens can elect the leaders of the government through fair and just elections
HRAEBBRATRESENBMEEA

different political parties can compete with one another under fair conditions in elections

BERBEALUMERFATRS
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10.

11.

12.

13.

Generally, do you think the SAR government’s policy fulfil the needs and interest of different cohort in the society? If 1 represents
‘absolutely not fulfilling’ and 7 ‘absolutely fulfilling’, what score will you give?

Bz  MESFEBRMERERSBRAALHEEZRF R ? RNIARFEERDS » TRFIEETS » /N
Aok ?

The Basic Law stipulates that the selection of the Chief Executive and the Legislative Council shall be executed by universal
suffrage in accordance with the principle of gradual and orderly progress. Do you think the future democratization of Hong Kong
will be faster or slower? If 1 represents ‘very slow’ and 7 ‘very quick’, what score will you give?

BEARFAHEUBEFIERRR > BEEELTHRERILZEZY @ MREBARKREEMET(LERBZEREERE ? R
IRIFEE » THRIFER » REVFOREHER?

The SAR government should more proactively intervene with the operation of the market to assist the development of the
certain industries, how much do you agree with this statement? If 1 represents 'strongly disagree’ and 7 ‘strongly agree’, what
score will you give?

HEBREZERBH2ETSEF  ARNENEEEXSRE  MEERERE ? RNIAXRETEE  TRERFER
B REET o isEhk ?

The SAR government should devote more public expenditure to take care of the basic needs of everyone, how much do you
agree with this statement? If 1 represents ‘strongly disagree’ and 7 ‘strongly agree’, what score will you give?
FEHREZERESZ A ARERESEABREXLTEME  MMEXARRE ? RUOIKEXFEFER » THERFFERE »
REVET & ?

The SAR government should tax the wealthy more to subsidize those in need, how much do you agree with this statement? If 1
represents ‘strongly disagree’ and 7 'strongly agree’, what score will you give?
HEBENEZAEHAREEMREHLSEREE  EERER ? RNIAKRFEEFER » TRRIFERR » mVTSH
&7

Hong Kong should participate in more of mainland’s economic activities, how much do you agree? If 1 represents 'strongly
disagree’ and 7 'strongly agree’, what score will you give?

EREZZABZHAIEAMBET LS  MEEREE ? RNIARFEEFAER » TRERFERS » RETOHER?

Hong Kong should participate in more of foreign countries’ economic activities, how much do you agree? If 1 represents
‘strongly disagree’ and 7 ‘strongly agree’, what score will you give?

EFEEZ2HBZ I EREE LS » MMERRER ? RMIARIFEFRE » THRIFERE » (RETIHEH?

Do you think your financial situation will better or worsen in the coming decade? If 1 represents ‘very bad’ and 7 ‘very good’. What

score will you give?

MRHAE » REFT A SRR RELRERE ERBE ? RNIATEREE » TRERIEET » (ROTOREH?

Generally, how fair is the social policies in Hong Kong? If 1 represents ‘strongly disagree’ and 7 ‘strongly agree’, what score will
you give?

B SEMHIBCRARATR ? RNIRKRFEFTAT  THERIFEAT » RITHHEHR?

Hong Kongers should preserve Chinese histories and their Chinese identity, how much do you agree? If 1 represents 'strongly

disagree’ and 7 'strongly agree’, what score will you give?

FREANEZRETEELRAVTEULE D » MEEREEE ? RNIARFEEFER » TRERFERS » REGTOHER?

Hong Kongers should observe multiculturalism and preserve their internationalized identity, how much do you agree? If 1

represents ‘strongly disagree’ and 7 'strongly agree’, what score will you give?

FEABZREFZOUERBRLE S 0 FERRER ? RNIARIFEFRE » TREIFERE @ RETFIEEH ?



14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Hong Kong should play a bigger role in mainland’s wider development scheme, how much do you agree? If 1 represents
‘strongly disagree’ and 7 'strongly agree’, what score will you give?

FREZMPEAMBZERARHEERBHRAR  REXEER ? RNIAFFEETER » THRIFEEE 7 /REVET
A&7

Hong Kong should play a bigger role in international and regional organizations, how much do you agree? If 1 represents
‘strongly disagree’ and 7 'strongly agree’, what score will you give?

ERAEZMER EEASHEEEEHRAR  MMEXEER ? BRNIAKEEFRR » THRRIFERE & RIVTSHE
&7

How much do you agree that ‘the central government hopes for the success of 1C25'7 If 1 represents “very insincere’ and 7 ‘very
sincere’, what score will you give?

MEBRPREFESAASTES AN I—Ems) BEHMNERE ? RNIARFEREAS  TRRFEEHE » FH
AofEER?

How much do you agree that ‘the SAR government hopes for the success of 1C257 If 1 represents ‘very insincere’ and 7 ‘very
sincere’, what score will you give?

MERKEHNASAASTES AN I—Emtl) SEHMINERE ? RNIAKRFEREAS  TRRFEEEGHE » FH
AofEER?

If Hong Kongers gain a deeper understanding of contemporary China, do you this will have a positive or negative impact on the

development of 1C257 if 1 represents ‘very negative’ and 7 ‘very positive’, what score will you give?
MEFEABMTETEER 0 (—ERY) SEEEACREQEMERE ? RINIARFEEE  THRIFEER
REEE D &R ?

If mainlanders gain a deeper understanding of contemporary Hong Kong, do you this will have a positive or negative impact on

the development of 1C257 if 1 represents ‘very negative’ and 7 ‘very positive’, what score will you give?
MEAMAENTHEEBRER  T—Emb SEEErEReAEamBEERRE ? ROIIAEKEEEm » THKRFRE
1EmE * REVT DR &R ?

Do you feel optimistic or pessimistic about the future of Hong Kong? 1 represents 'very pessimistic’ and 7 very ‘optimistic’, what
score will you give?

REFABARASHEELREELRRE ? RUIARIFELE  TRRIFZLE » ROFOREHR?
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21. What political camp will you classify yourself as?

RBEMREECAIERE » fRREB CER U TEEREESR ?

Pro-establishment E#Ii&k Democrats RF ik

Localist =1 K Self-determinist B#ik

Moderates FHRIR No political inclinations EE A EBIEER
Others (Please specify) Hfth (5&5£H8) Don't know / Hard to say FE&13E /(T84

22.What is your educational attainment?

RIGEERESZIEE?
Primary or below /N2 LT Secondary (F.1-F.3) FIFR(FRF—ZEAF =)
Secondary (F4-F.7) R (REERH/FER) Non-degree tertiary (including diplomas, associate degrees, IVE, etc)
Bachelor's degree KBRS {y = FIESR(EEXR/RIZR L /IVEE)
Postgraduate degree (including master’s and doctoral degree)
MEkREERL/ELS)

23. Are you currently an employed person? If not employed, are you currently a student, retired or seeking employment?

IRE SRR RERA TRV MIFER » PHIRGSRE « TR BN ERFEALR?

Employed ZEREA 1= Unemployed: Student JE7ERR: 224
Unemployed: Homemaker JE7ER: T B R Unemployed: Retired JEfERE: B
Unemployed: Job seeking JF7ERE:FEE/ EHR TE/LZE  Unemployed: Others JE7ER: HAth

24. Which income group does your household belong to?
AERECEEAREREWARNTRSIR?

2.5k or below/ no income ZBAT L T/A8BIA 2.5ktounder50k —BRETFEREUT
50k to under 100k ABE+EUT 100k or above +&88 L

25. Which age group do you belong to?
RIS LA T B A FE AR BIVE?

18-29 30-39
40-49 50-59
60-69 =70

26.Respondent’s gender
ZahE R

Male B Female 2



The telephone survey uses a dual-frame sampling design. It
randomly selects phone numbers from a combined sample of
residential landline and mobile phone numbers. As a standard
practice, survey data will be weighted by population distribution
in Hong Kong. Given many individuals may own both landline
and mobile phone numbers, two steps were added in the
weighting method to avoid estimation inaccuracy caused by
double-counting or other unknown factors.

Since each individual owns a different amount of landline and
mobile numbers, each has a different probability of selection as
respondents. To eliminate over-representation of any individual,
the first step is to approximate the probability of selection for
each respondent. It is a ratio of the amount of landline and
mobile numbers owned by a respondent to the total number of
those in the territory. Weighting factor 1 (WT1i) is calculated by
the inverse of probability of selection of individual WT1i = mi-1.

& i = ith person selected
m = amount of sample’s landline numbers
N; = amount of population’s landline numbers
i = amount of i-th person’s landline numbers
e’ = amount of eligible respondents in the household
n, = amount of sample’s mobile numbers
&, = amount of population’s mobile numbers
' = amount of i-th person’s mobile numbers

To better represent the distribution of the Hong Kong
population, all data were weighted by the proportion of gender
and age of people aged 18 or above (excluding foreign
domestic helpers) according to the mid-year population for 2019
released by the Census and Statistics Department. Weighting
factor 2 (WT2) is calculated by dividing the population estimates
of a gender and age group by the sample size of the
corresponding group adjusted by weighting factor 1.

BTl o A ERER ) HEXNEEHE
EERBE L RB EERENE S R R PR
HELSRES  RIRAREHCE  BURTEET DR
wEEBNAODIENERERE - RITAED A
[E16s 86 5UE B EAE SRS R i A ks
HREESTIERAEMTHRRSE KNG E R
= AR mE S SR o

RS AEETEHENER R RENEFER
5 R Rt g T E - 251REMA
— A ARBEARNRE S RELESE
THERESRTNSEE  LSUZHE
AR EEREEEREN TFMREHE » Hit
2AREEEEE T HEIEIGAEE - IIEET
1 (WTLi) ZzstB8ARASZHB WA
B S > BIWTLi=mi-1¢

B i = SiREERNAL
n = REBRESEEEAHE
N = 2BRERESERESH
= RMEENEASEREHE
e = EERABEBSHAR
n, = FHEEEEHE
N, = 2BFHEEEY
7= EAEENTHRESE

AT RBATHEREERMESEAOSHBNE
BIEN » BUREETONEREBGRTEAM
2019 FEHP18m L MBI RER S M
(OBRINEREMETL) - MIEATF2 (WT2)
BIstE % RIBA OGP MRIFIE 82485
BIAOfGE o BRLABMERF 1INEERNA
EFRHEARMAOESE -
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Sample Distribution adjusted by

PoPuls:Atilgfgslt? mates st lE e (R, Fagilrggrxiﬂ
RS IRERFL(WT 1) MEREEMA -
2019FFRAORKE ( )\ INEEF2 (WT2)
4534
Male 8 Female Male 8 Female % Male 8 Female Z
(A) (B) (€ (D) (A=+C) (B=-D)
18-29 497,000 485,600 977,178 965,525 0.509 0.503
30-39 465,100 546,300 838,027 658,133 0.555 0.830
40-49 468,100 589,400 802,065 860,441 0.584 0.685
50-59 560,500 643,500 906,329 607,062 0.618 1.060
60-69 500,600 513,900 528,941 367,348 0.946 1.399
=70 398,500 479,400 388,938 251,855 1.025 1.903
Final Step RESR
The final weighting factor is calculated BREENERTFAESENT
by the following formula.
WT_F=WT1 *WT2
Where WT_F = Final weighting factor B WIT_F = SERINERT
WT1 = Weighting factor 1 wTi = EEEFL
WT2 = Weighting factor 2 WT2 = hn#ERF2

(v) Discussion questions for focus groups s/ 4B &1 SR RS RE

1. Does 1C2S at the current state meet your expectations?

ERRIREN T—Emb) » BTN SEEHER?

2. Should 1C2S continue after 20477
BRR204TFE » T—EME EAEZIEERE?

3. Are there any factors that affect the continuation of 1C257
ERARREEEETEERR 22 T—Bmbl BEER?

4. Are there any areas of improvements from the social and economic perspectives?

EHEREHEAE  BRABFLETENEBNMT ?

5. How do you envision Hong Kong's future beyond 20477
EHBEBR204TFENAREERRS ?



(vi) List of focus group participants BEE/\EZehHE R E

No. Gender Age Occupation No. Gender Age Occupation
ARe R El e iRER R Fi iz
Financial planner
B3
1 M5 20 Student 884 26 M 33 BT ERIET
2 MEB 20 Student B84 27 F& eI mereges
Haent= RITAEE
3 Fit 20 Student 884 28 M 35 Clerk 2 &
Shop assistant
1)
4 Fiz 20 Student B4 29 Fiz 38 v
5 ME 20 Student 24 30 M2 41 Engineer TF2&M
Business analyst
B3
6 F 20 Student B4 31 M3 42 s
T F# 20 Student B84 32 Fi 42 Pem e
udent 8 SRS
2] ME 21 Student B84 33 ME 44 Ehotorabes
udent 8 B
9 Fi 21 Student B4 34 Fiz 45 Clerk 328
Sal
10 Fit 21 Student B4 35 M2 46 st
58
A tant
11 Fi 21 Salesperson 858 36 F# 48 cg;g;n
Trading manager
B3
12 M2 21 Student 884 37 M 51 5 @
13 Fi 21 Student B4 38 F# g oEna
€58
14 ME 22 Student B84 39 Fi 53 Hememaler
udent 8 SRS
Electrical technician -
15 ME 22 EFHT 40 Fi 54 Clerk 328
16 ME 23 Assistant Arborist 5 ME Customer service officer
BhERIE FERRBEER
17 ME 23 Student B84 42 Fi 59 Clerk 328
Customer service officer . el
18 ME 24 EE LA 43 M2 59 Courier BiES
19 MEB 26 e i & mensise 44 Fi 61 Clerk 32 &
B IR i
20 Fi 28 Baker {547 45 F i 61 Homemaker
aKera RELH
Flight attendant Care worker
21 Fiz 29 CechpRRE S 46 F# 62 zms
22 F# 31 J list 50& 47 ME 64 SHIgP N -CeL
ournalist 5 iR
Marketing manager .
23 ME 31 iR D 48 M2 67 Retired E4k
24 ME 32 Waiter [RFES 49 ME 68 Retired B4k
P t Offi
25 Fit 32 mu;;;‘ p teer 50 M2 72 Retired E4k
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